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a letter from

eden banarie

I cannot say enough about my wonderful study partner, Zissel, and our weekly
talks. Not only is she so knowledgeable, but also she relates to me well, as
she also came from a secular home. In a short period of time, she has become
the older sister I never had, guiding me through our studies with laughter and
bucketfuls of perspective. She is my cheerleader and my confidante – maybe
because we live on opposite ends of the country and wouldn’t run into each
other on the street, I feel like I can tell her my innermost feelings about
religion, and she gives me unbiased responses. Zissel is not afraid to tell me
when she can’t answer my questions, and I really value her commitment to
giving me the most consistent, correct information possible.

L

ong Beach, CA is a strange place to be a Jew on a quest. Close enough
to the rich Jewish life in LA to buy kosher food, but too far to attend
regular classes, it’s a great place for someone in a secure position
religiously (whether secular or traditional), but a difficult place for a college
student to learn about Judaism. I personally was raised as a Reconstructionist
Jew, and began my search for more traditional knowledge and background
about two years ago.
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Recently, a friend suggested that I look into Partners in Torah. I thought it
was a strange concept - a weekly phone call to study something Jewish with
a complete stranger? What could be more bizarre! After chickening out the
first time, I reapplied and spoke with a friendly woman from their staff about
a prospective study partner. I was amazed at the depth of the initial interview
- it’s clear that they wanted to match me with someone with whom I would
really get along and have a meaningful relationship.

251 Second Street, Suite 304, Lakewood, NJ 08701
Partners in Torah is a cost-free over-the-phone
learning program for Jewish adults   who want to discover
Judaism – its culture, history, and traditions – at their pace and
their schedule. For more information, call 800-STUDY-4-2 or visit
www.partnersintorah.org
Partners in Torah is a Division of Torah Umesorah

I love Partners in Torah. I have enjoyed every interaction with them, from
emails and phone calls checking on how our studying is going, to the weekly
parsha emails I receive. I think this organization is doing such wonderful
things for the Jewish people. I am thrilled to be a part of it, and I will continue
to make them proud by making a commitment to myself through my Jewish
study.
Eden Banarie
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attention to the
little things

W

hen I joined Partners in Torah, I
specified that I wanted to learn about
Sephardic customs, so I waited to be
matched with a Sephardi study partner. I was
finally connected with Adi. The first time we
spoke, I knew our relationship was going to be
special. Not only is she a wonderful person, but
she is also helping me integrate Torah concepts
into my daily life. Our first discussion—on
shalom bayit (establishing peace in the home
and marital harmony) – was so helpful that there
was a marked positive upgrade on the upcoming
Shabbat in discussions with my husband and the
atmosphere at home. I was anxious for the next
study session, which took place the following
week. During this session, we talked about the
importance of paying attention to the little things.
As a busy professor with a young child, this point
particularly resonated with me.
Following the inspirational session, I left the house
to pick up my son from school. I immediately set
myself to noticing the ‘little things.’ The clock was
exactly 3:45 pm when I exited the house. I smelled
gas—was it outside? Perhaps from the annoying
boiler in the basement? “I’ll call 911 when I get
back” I thought. When I picked up my son, he was
in a great mood. As we talked about his day on
the ride home, I really tried to focus on the ‘little
things.’ What was he telling me about school?
How was I responding? What events made his day
a good one?
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As we turned on the street to bring us to our
block, I noticed much more traffic than usual for
that time of day. I noticed that it was a particularly
windy day. I noticed that my son was much more
talkative than usual. And I noticed that the air
smelled of gas, and there were fire trucks and
vans from the gas company on our block. I asked
a neighbor to watch my son and went to talk to
the fireman.

at all. After a few minutes, he returned with the
news. “Whose apartment uses the boiler?” he
asked. “Mine,” I replied. I knew the boiler was
old and not energy-efficient, as evidenced by
my astronomical heating bill. “Listen here lady,
there is enough CO coming from that thing to kill
someone,” he continued, “I have to red tag it. A
CO detector sounds at 60 parts per million. This
boiler is putting out 400 parts per million…” He
continued, but I didn’t hear him. I was thinking
about how studying Torah saves lives.

I silently thanked G-d for
saving my life, and turned
back to the practical.

I thought about my cat who I’d taken to the
vet that morning because she had been sick. I
thought about my downstairs neighbor, who had
been sick the day before. I thought about my own
tenuous health situation – nagging illnesses and
an emergency surgery – since we had moved
into this house, a year ago, so we could walk to
synagogue on Shabbat. Was CO poisoning behind
all of it? All these “little things” I had ignored!
I silently thanked G-d for saving my life, and
turned back to the practical.

“I think I smell gas,” I told him. “What’s going
on?” “Nothing to worry about, really. The Highway
Department hit an empty line. What you are
smelling is residual. You can go back home.” Then
the man from the gas company spoke up. “Wait a
second. Is the gas outside or inside your house?”
“Well, certainly I smell it outside, but I think I can
smell it in the basement, too.” The gas man looked
serious. “I’d better check it out.”
As he walked down to the basement, the CO meter
started buzzing like crazy. Waiting for him at the
top of the stairs, I knew that this sound couldn’t
be good. As he got closer to the boiler, the meter
sounded like a shofar. No, this couldn’t be good

“You’ll be without heat for a while,” said the gas
man. “You’d better call the landlord. Enough CO to
kill someone; I can’t believe it…”
Who knows what would have happened had I not
studied with Adi that morning, had I not learned
to pay attention to the ’little things‘ in life.
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The Seder is an opportunity for Jews with varied
observant backgrounds, experiences and interests
to connect to one another and to appreciate what
it means to be part of a team.

partners in toronto

Have it Your Way!
by Jennifer M. MacLeod
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Two people from distant cities studying by phone.
That’s the image one conjures up when thinking about Partners in Torah. For
Torontonians however, over-the-phone study is only one of several options.
As Toronto’s Partners in Torah matchmaker Susan Zehavi puts it, “It’s not
about how, where, or what they will study. It’s not even about how much or
how little someone knows. It’s about making the best match.” Pairs of men or
women meet once a week, learning and growing together.
More often than not, Partners in Torah in the United States is telephonebased, but the emphasis in Toronto is on face-to-face meetings. Partners get
together in a mutually convenient location – sometimes one of their homes,
often a casual setting like a coffee shop. Groups of partners also get together
at Temmy Latner Forest Hill Jewish Centre and at the Westmount Community
Shul. Over-the-phone study is of course offered as well when that’s more
practical.
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“We’re looking at Toronto as a model for a whole new approach in North
America itself,” says Partners in Torah’s Rabbi Yaakov Deyo. In the U.S., the
program has matched up over 30,000 people to study and currently has close
to 4000 pairs who “meet” each week. Most study by phone, though several
groups get together at their local day schools, synagogues, or community
centers.
Rabbi Deyo calls the Toronto format, which now includes well over 100
partnerships, “kind of radical. The goal is to have 200 partnerships – in
one of the various formats – within the next few months.” He plans to help
more locations adopt this model, calling the in-person encounters “a chance
for people to have as personal, engaging and friendly an experience as
possible.”
To Susan, making the best match is all-important. “I listen to people until I
hear their ‘metronome beat,’ and then set them up with partners whose beats

Rebbetzin Chayeh Fleisher, Susan Zehavi, Anna Zolkower, Shalom Terris

feels compatible. A quick-paced learner isn’t going to be a good match for
someone who’s slow and methodical.”
So what exactly are the partners learning? Anything and everything. Often,
a participant will come in wanting to find out more about a particular
topic; Susan will work hard to find somebody who is knowledgeable in that
area. If the student isn’t sure what he wants to learn, she’s happy to make
suggestions: from Hebrew reading to any aspect of ritual and belief, there’s
something to intrigue everyone.
“Just learning how to bake challah or how to cook kosher can be a great
place to start. Virtually any subject is an opportunity for Jewish growth when
tackled with the right partner.”

Carol was concerned. Being on a fixed pension income, she recognized that a
tutor would be ideal, but financially, it was out of her league. She was amazed
to discover there was no charge to be set up with a personal tutor through
Partners in Torah. “That concept blew me away!”

“Virtually any subject is an opportunity
for Jewish growth when tackled with the
right partner.”

Up Close and Personal with Susan Zehavi
By Jennifer MacLeod
“I like to think of it all as Torah,” says Susan Zehavi, Program Coordinator
for Partners in Torah, Toronto, of her eclectic approach to spirituality
and wellness. From yoga to organic, from hockey and skiing to Chinese
medicine. And then there’s her knitting; she’s usually wrapped or draped
in one of her soft, intricately handmade creations.
It’s in the most informal settings that her serenity and joy truly radiate.
Whether visiting clients of her holistic health practice in their homes,
grocery shopping at a local foods co-op, or hosting lively Shabbat meals
with her husband, Danny, and four children, Susan brings Torah to even
the most “secular” corners of her life.

Carol and her partner have been learning weekly by phone since September.
“It’s been a real growing experience,” Carol says, despite the many differences
between her and her partner – age, marital status, children and life
experience. “Even though we’ve only been a studying for a relatively short
time, the friendship we created from studying one-to-one is mind-boggling.”
For Rabbi Deyo, that’s what Partners in Torah is all about: meeting students’
needs while creating friendships. “To us, the relationship is paramount.”
He hopes to help other synagogues and Jewish groups provide similar
opportunities for their members, whether as students or as mentors, to
discover ”their own levels of Jewish expression.”
“The goal of Partners in Torah” according to Susan is simply “to bring together
Jews from all walks of life to care about each other… and develop a deep
bond through the medium of learning.”
Often, Susan says, “They end up spending Shabbat together and sharing in
each other’s simchas. People who would never have met otherwise become
meaningful parts of each other’s lives.” While the partners may not share the
same level of observance, each one brings a unique contribution, and the
friendships generally carry on even when the partners are no longer studying
together.
Where does Susan find prospective partners? Like any good matchmaker,
anywhere and everywhere.

➲ continued ON page 63
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Danny, Sam , Susan, Shira, Lauren,
Yaakov Moshe Zehavi

Susan sees holiness
even in trivialities.
Take buying organic:
it means more time
checking for insects
(which aren’t kosher),
time she uses to
contemplate
the
blessing of being able
to put food on the
table.

She balances it all – parenting, Partners in Torah, healing, teaching and
other commitments – without sacrificing her Jewish values. When she
studied medicine, the teacher knew Susan well enough to tell her “not
for you,” whenever a remedy included non-kosher ingredients.
More recently, she wanted to study lymph drainage massage to help
clients following breast cancer treatment, but the course was only
offered on Shabbat. With a rabbi’s help, Susan worked out how to
attend without violating her commitment to Shabbat. And it turned out
the teacher was more than understanding: his brother is a rabbi, Susan
discovered, and his wife had lived in Jerusalem.
Susan’s life experiences have greatly contributed to her love of helping
others connect to their Jewish identity in meaningful ways. A selfdescribed former “ski bum,” her life today is “very far from what I had
envisioned.” But she’s grateful for the way it’s turned out. “When you’re
skiing off a cliff and hoping there’s something you can land on… that’s
the same feeling that comes over you when you feel connected to
Hashem…and that Hashem loves you.”
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For Carol Paul, it was a little book, spotted during a class at Toronto’s Village
Shul, that sparked the journey. “I was fascinated by a book on the shelf called
The Way of G-d,” by 18th century Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto. When asked
whether she could borrow the book, the teacher said, “Sure, but it’s not the
type of book you should read alone… you would benefit more if you had
somebody to teach it to you.”

american

J E W I S H SPIRIT
Jewish Spirit Media
6516 N 7th St, Suite 201,
Phoenix, AZ 85014
Phone 602-424-0102, www.ajspirit.com
Founder: David Smilovic o.b.m.
Publisher: Robin Davina Meyerson
rmeyerson@ajspirit.com, 602-469-1606
Editor: Rabbi Dovid Goldman
editor@ajspirit.com
Art Direction & Design: Anne Patterson
apdesignstudio@yahoo.com
Graphic Design: Zelda Engles
zcengles@gmail.com
Yonina Hartstein
yhartstein@gmail.com
Copy Editor: Bayla Neuwirth
scrabbelle@yahoo.com
Advertising Executive: Esther Bronsteyn
ebronsteyn@ajspirit.com
A. Wasserman,
kimdoo@gmail.com
Subscription information: Subscriptions are $18.00 (US), US$22.95
(Canada) and $25.95 (International) for
one year (four issues).
To subscribe by phone, call 602-424-0102.
To subscribe by mail, send check or money
order to:
Jewish Spirit Media
6516 N 7th, Suite 201
Phoenix, AZ 85014
or subscribe online at www.ajspirit.com

Spring 2010 | www.ajspirit.com

Retail Bookstore Distribution: Feldheim Publishers
800-237-7149
American Jewish Spirit is published quarterly by Phoenix Community Kollel.
Regional editions are available in over a dozen regions nationwide.
Send address changes to PO Box 16051, Phoenix, AZ 85011-6051 attention: circulation.
Address letters to the editor to: Letters to the Editor, Jewish Spirit Media, PO Box 16051,
Phoenix, AZ 85011-6051 or via email to editor@ajspirit.com. Please include your full postal
address. The editor reserves the right to edit letters as appropriate. Priority will be given to brief
letters that relate to articles in the magazine.
Copyright 2009, by Jewish Spirit Media. All rights reserved, including the right of reproduction
in whole or in part, in any form. No part of this publication may be reproduced, or stored
in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise without permission of the publisher.
Circulation verification is available upon request

a letter from

our publisher

15 years later and after a whole lot of Jewish learning and growing personally
with my husband and four children, we embarked on a trip of a lifetime to
Israel as a family. This time, we acquired the land with new eyes. Having
taken the time to read, take classes, learn and practice Jewish life in the US,
we went back to Israel with a different perspective.
We prayed at the kotel almost every day, walked through King David’s city and
visited the holy gravesites at Mt. Olives. We rode a bullet proof bus to Hebron
to see the Cave of Machpelah and Kever Rachel. We climbed Masada, dipped
our feet in the Dead Sea and drove north to Tsfat and Meron. We experienced
the sites of the Holy Ari, Rabbi Akiva, Shmuel and so many more.

Enjoy this issue, especially the article called The Thrill of the Land: Finding
Inspiration in Israel on p38. Have a happy and healthy Passover: Next Year
in Jerusalem!
Robin Meyerson
Publisher
602-469-1606
rmeyerson@ajspirit.com

9

Spring 2010 | www.ajspirit.com

T

he first time I went to Israel was on a Federation Mission with my
husband fifteen years ago. As the tour guide pointed out sites and
said, “King David lived there, Abraham and Sarah were buried over
there,” I had no idea these were real people. I knew nothing about Judaism at
all. But being there touched me somehow. I wanted to learn more.

When the trip was over, Israel felt more like home than where we had come
from. It was very hard to leave. Done right, a trip to Israel is a truly spiritual
experience. If you have any opportunity to take an inspirational trip rather
than just a tourist one, I would encourage you to take it. It’s your home,
too.
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Chadish Media
Learn to Sing and Say Blessings in
the Comfort of Your Car or Home

I

f the thought of leading the Passover Seder is enough to put a frog in
your throat – go to chadishmedia.com for a remarkable audio tutorial
that will have you leading like a pro. You will be treated to every word
of the Seder in Hebrew with clear, step-by-step instructions in English,
designed to make you sound great. Traditional melodies are included as well
as thoughtful commentary for you to share at the table.

But Chadish Media is not just for Passover; they offer cassettes, CD’s
and MP3’s that impart the essential skills for conducting the prayers – for
weekdays as well as Shabbat and Yom Tov, as well as for learning to chant
the Torah, Haftarah and Megillah readings. There are audio products on basic
Judaism, a full selection of discourses on the Parsha and all the Holidays,
stories and even Bar Mitzvah lessons. There’s a tape out there for everyone,
regardless of the level of observance or religious background.
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Clearly, there is no characterizing the “typical” Chadish listener. Chadish
audio products have found their way into prison cells and infant nurseries
(you’d be surprised how many parents lull their babies to sleep with the
chanting of a Haftarah rather than Rock-A-Bye-Baby!).
Chadish Media takes pride in its customized approach to audio production.
The company will often comply with a single request for a recording,
regardless of its ultimate “marketability.” Hence, Chadish Media did not
hesitate to record a reading of the entire Tehillim (Psalms) for a blind hospital
patient. And it was with a sense of great satisfaction that they taped the
“sound track” of a minyan at prayer for an elderly rabbi who was too frail to
leave his house but was homesick for the “music” of Shul.
To see the full list of products available, go to
www.chadishmedia.com or call 718-856-3882
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Nefesh B’Nefesh:
Making Aliyah a Reality

Nefesh B’Nefesh was founded in 2002 by Rabbi Yehoshua Fass and
businessman and philanthropist Tony Gelbart. They shared a common
vision to revitalize Aliyah from North America by minimizing the financial,
professional and logistical obstacles that prevent many individuals from
actualizing their dreams to move to Israel. Within a short period of time, the
organization has revolutionized western Aliyah and, in cooperation with the
Israeli government and the Jewish Agency for Israel, has brought over 24,000
Olim to Israel from the USA, Canada and the UK.
Not only has Nefesh B’Nefesh succeeded in increasing the number of
Olim from these countries, it has also ensured their successful absorption
in Israel, maintaining
a 98% retention rate.
In 2009 alone, Nefesh
B’Nefesh broke a 25
year record, bringing
over 3,800 Olim from
the USA and Canada.
Photo credit: Sasson Tiram, courtesy of Nefesh B’Nefesh

Nefesh B’Nefesh has become famous for providing Olim with a superior
level of service, handling all aspects of the Aliyah process and providing
comprehensive guidance and support from the planning stage to arrival
in Israel and beyond. Seminars and workshops are conducted throughout
the year in dozens of cities across North America and the UK for people
considering the move.

Aliyah is considered the lifeblood of the State of Israel, and Nefesh B’Nefesh
is proud to have contributed to the social, cultural and economic welfare of
the country – bringing new IDF soldiers, doctors, teachers and hundreds of
other educated professionals to Israel each year.
If you are interested in making Aliyah, contact
Nefesh B’Nefesh: 1-866-4-ALIYAH or visit our
website: www.nbn.org.il.
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The flagship charter and group Aliyah flights have become the organization’s
trademark, providing Olim with an invaluable sense of support and unity as
they embark on their lives in Israel. Staff accompanies each flight, assisting
the new-comers and expediting the processing of all paperwork on board,
thus minimizing the bureaucracy.
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Kosher Cosmetics –
for Shabbat and Passover
Celebrating 25 years of selling cosmetics and skin
care, Shain Dee Cosmetics is the leader in
revolutionizing cosmetics to be harmonious
with halacha (Jewish Law). Shain
Dee Cosmetics offers two options
for Shabbat and Yom Tov cosmetics.
For those who observe the halachic
standard that permits the application
of certain cosmetics on Shabbat, the
fine mineral cosmetics are so gorgeous,
you will want to continue wearing them
throughout the week! For those who do
not apply makeup on Shabbat, Shain Dee Cosmetics has a series of longlasting products that when applied before Shabbat, will get you through the
25 hours looking and feeling your best.
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In order to make the halachic guidelines clear and easy to follow, Shain
Dee presents the first step-by-step instructional web video on how to apply
makeup according to halacha. This video can be found on their website:
www.shaindeecosmetics.com. They have also just released instructional
web videos on makeup application for every occasion, for women of all
ages. Whether you are looking for dramatic wedding-day tips or trying to
cover some fine lines, you are now clicks away from watching a professional
demonstration by Shaindy Kelman, owner and CEO of Shain Dee Cosmetics.
You can even email your personal photo and Shaindy will compose a custom
makeup pallet for your complexion and personal taste.
Shain Dee also offers an exciting fundraiser for your Jewish community
and a way for you to see and try their products. The “Travel Sabbath Kit”
comes to your community with cosmetics samples and an instructional DVD.
A percentage of the profits are donated to your organization. All products
are kosher for Passover use, making your cosmetics shopping experience a
pleasure. So this Passover, let Shain Dee Cosmetics help you feel amazing.
Visit www.shaindeecosmetics.com (or www.shabbatcosmetics.
com) and discover the candy-shop-like experience of picking
colors that are not only beautiful but also permissible to wear on
Shabbat and Yom Tov. You can also call them at 877-SHAINDY
(742-4639).
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PLANNING A
TRIP TO ISRAEL?
DON’T FORGET
THE HEALTH INSURANCE

Y

ou book the hotel, pack your bags, get on the plane and arrive in
Israel. Everything is wonderful. You are excited and ready to begin
10 days of touring the holy land. After a refreshing night’s sleep you
wake-up, ready to explore the museums, Dead Sea, Holy Kotel and so much
more. However, the first thing you hear on your first morning is one of your
children crying: “Mommy, there are red spots on my tummy!”
What do you do?

One of the more popular options is
MedSafe, which allows you to be covered
by Israel’s national health insurance plan.
Many regular health insurance plans only provide partial or no coverage
while you are traveling outside of the United States. Whether you plan to go
to Israel for business, vacation or to learn in one of the many seminaries or
yeshivas, you should probably consider a medical travel insurance plan that
provides coverage above and beyond your regular provider.
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There are several types of such plans that provide a range of benefits such
as coverage for pre-existing conditions, multi-trip and renewable protection,
emergency medical evacuation and coverage for long-term travel.
One of the more popular options is MedSafe, which allows you to be covered
by Israel’s national health insurance plan. That means no co-pays, just free
access to doctors in Israel should the need arise. Med Safe provides your
travel experience to Israel with peace of mind, especially if you are traveling
with young children.
So if you happen to fall off a camel while riding in the Sinai desert or your
three-year-old gets an ear infection the day you arrive, you will have the
security of knowing help is a phone call away.
Call 1-888-55-Medsafe for more information.
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Memories
for the Future
by Lori Palatnik

I

did not grow up in a traditionally Jewish
household, so for me, slavery at Passover was
having to help my mother in the kitchen while
three long tables of family and friends drank and
ate and read an abridged version of the Maxwell
House Haggadah.
When I was growing up in Toronto, the joke was
that there were not just four cups at our family
Seder, there were five: four cups of wine and
the Stanley Cup, because in those days, the Seder
always seemed to fall during the hockey finals. In
between courses we heard a few blessings, but
mostly what we heard was “What’s the score?”
My brothers took turns running up and down the
stairs to let us know how the teams were doing.
If it was a particularly close game, the Seder was
suspended at two cups to get to the real thing in
the family room below.
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Yet despite it all, I am still nostalgic for the sounds
and smells that I remember at those Seders.
Although during the year we did not keep kosher,
Passover brought a new level of observance to
our home. We ate on different china dishes that
were my grandmother’s. Everything was more
Jewish.
Others seem to share my nostalgia. Last year,
I interviewed a number of women for the
opportunity to visit Israel on a highly subsidized
program sponsored by The Jewish Women’s
Renaissance Project. One of the questions I asked
each of them was: “What is your best Jewish

memory? The majority said “childhood Passover
Seders.”
On Seder night we are not only remembering
the redemption of the past, we are also making
memories for the future. Appreciating this
special dimension can help make those memories
wonderful and full of meaning.
At our home, we do everything we can do engage
the most important audience of all—the children.
One of our favorites is “Seder Bingo”. Whenever
the kids hear a word in the Haggadah that appears
on their Seder Bingo Card, they put a frog on that
space. When they yell “BINGO!” they get a prize.
Another of our kids’ favorites is the song “Who
Knows One” at the end of the Seder. This song
highlights important numbers in Jewish history,
counting from one to thirteen. We sing it
responsively. For example:
My husband: “Who knows five?”
Us: “We know five!”
Everyone: “Five are the books of the Torah, and
four are the mothers (matriarchs), and three are
the fathers (patriarchs) and two are the tablets
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that Moses brought, and One is Hashem, One is
Hashem, One is Hashem…in the heavens and the
earth.”
Though the song ends at thirteen, every year we
try and see how high we can go. After many years,
we are now up to fifty-one. This is not only a fun
song to sing, our guests, both kids and adults,
also get a real education. After fifty-one times
counting down, you learn a lot!
Last year the Jewish people commemorated
something that only happens every 28 years, it is
called “Birkas Hachama”, the blessing of the sun.
Every 28 years the planets are all aligned with the
sun, and at sunrise Jews all over the world said a
blessing over that occurrence, recognizing God’s
wondrous heavens.
My kids got up at dawn because ever since they
could remember they have been singing at the
family Seder: “28 is Birchas Hachama…” And now
it was really here.
Have a wonderful Passover—make it meaningful,
make it fun and make those memories.

Joke told to me by my husband the rabbi:
Sol: “Rabbi, there’s a very important game on television
tonight, but I am supposed to be at the synagogue’s
community Seder. What should I do? Rabbi: “Sol, that’s
what Tivo is for.”Sol: “Really? I can Tivo the Seder?”
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The

Fifth Son
by Alan “Shlomo” Veingrad

T

he number one question I get asked most
often is what I miss most about playing
in the NFL. Having played for two of the
premier franchises in the NFL, the Dallas Cowboys
and Green Bay Packers, my response is always
the same: I miss Tuesdays and Sundays. Tuesday
is customarily the standard day off around the
league to finally get a chance to rest and heal
your beaten up body, the soreness, the aches and
pains. It’s also payday (it’s nice getting paid for
what you love to do!) And Sunday, of course, is
“game day”, the energy, the intensity, the smell in
the air and the fierce competition.
Most players miss the games (and, quite candidly,
payday). But the number one thing ALL players
miss is the camaraderie. You just can’t get this
outside of being on a team.
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I remember reading an article in the NFL Alumni
Yearbook entitled “Where Are They Now.” It was
a piece on Joe Klecko, the legendary defensive
lineman from the NY Jets Famous Sack Exchange
defense. The article discussed what he missed
most from his days in the NFL and his answer
was the same: the camaraderie. This camaraderie
means having a group of guys all striving for
a common goal, taking care of one another,

Our responsibility is to
ensure that no Jew goes
without a seat at a Seder.
We should never give up
on the fifth son.

watching each other’s back on and off the field
and being there for each other.
Though it was hard for me to find real camaraderie
outside of the NFL, thank G-d I found it! I found
it in community – in the Jewish community. Rabbi
Steinsaltz in his book We Jews: Who Are We and
What Should We Do? says the Jewish people are a
family.

I say we are a team that sticks together,
helps one another out and watches out for each
other – no matter where we may be or in what
situation we may find ourselves. And Passover,
when we all remember our common history of
slavery in Egypt, is one time to ask ourselves: Are
we looking out for each other?
The Passover Seder quite possibly the most
observed of all Jewish practices. Jews with little
affiliation to their faith somehow find their way
to a Seder. Being with family members in an
informal home setting, the old traditions, four
cups of wine and the unique Passover customs
and rituals make the Seder a positive experience
for us each year.
While the “four sons” present at the Seder differ
from each other in their reaction to the Seder,
they do have one thing in common – they are all
present and accounted for. Even the wicked son
is there. He may take a rebellious and perhaps
disruptive role but at least he is active and
interested in being Jewish. We can hope he will
become wise as well so all in attendance can
celebrate and carry out the Mitzvot together.
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Today, however, we have another son: the fifth
son. The son who is absent from the Seder, the
son who has no interest in attending, no interest
in Torah, mitzvot, laws and customs, He may not
even know about the Exodus from Egypt. This
problem presents all Jews, especially parents,
with a challenge to prepare before the Seder.
Our responsibility is to ensure that no Jew goes
without a seat at a Seder. We should never give
up on the fifth son.
Each of us should make an effort to reach out to
our children and to others we know and bring
them to our Seder. The Seder is the ultimate
experience of camaraderie. It is the opportunity
for Jews with varied observant backgrounds,
experiences and interests to be able to connect
to one another and to appreciate what it means
to be part of something. It is a time to remember
the goal we share and think about how we can
work together to develop and deepen our growth
in Judaism.
With this focus we are all sure to have a Seder
experience that will last and enrich our lives
with meaning and purpose. Our teammates are
counting on us.
About the author: Alan “Shlomo” Veingrad
Shlomo speaks to corporate and business audiences around the
world bringing his inspirational messages of positivism, personal
excellence, leadership, team play, and spiritual connection. His
charismatic presentation style and post-retirement experience
in business development have made him a much sought after
speaker by Fortune 500 companies, professional services firms,
and owner-managed businesses whose management seeks to
lead their organizations by exemplifying a culture of personal
and professional achievement blended with a higher purpose.
Shlomo also speaks to colleges and universities, sports
organizations, and religious groups who are intrigued by the
unlikely juxtaposition of his personal story. You can reach
Shlomo at Shlomo@ShlomoVeingrad.com

Copyright ©2010, Alan Veingrad

THE JEWISH SPIRIT BOOK CLUB
Great Jewish Letters
A collection of classic and inspirational writings
of Torah personalities

profound ethical truths. Some of the letters are classics, others not wellknown, but all share a sense of both intimacy and eternity, a message from a
father to a son, from a teacher to a student, from a leader to his people.

by Rabbi Moshe Bamberger

For millennia, the Jewish sages have shared their vast
treasury of knowledge with us through their Torah works.
Less well known, however, is the storehouse of wisdom available to us in
letters that the great Torah scholars wrote to their families, disciples, and to
the Jewish People.
In this unique collection Rabbi Moshe Bamberger, a respected scholar and
educator, shares with us 120 great Jewish letters, translated into flowing
English from their original Hebrew. Spanning the centuries from the Gaonic
period to today, these letters contain fascinating historical insights and

Crash Course in Jewish History:
The Miracle and Meaning of Jewish History,
From Abraham to Modern Israel

From the Rambam, to the Alter of Slabodka; from the Gaon of Vilna to
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach; from Rashi to the Gerrer Rebbe and Rabbi
Shlomo Wolbe, here are the authentic voices of Torah greatness, in their own
beautifully-phrased words.
Lavishly designed with both photos and illustrations, Great Jewish Letters is
an elegant and important work of both Jewish history and Torah thought.
$49.99. ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications, 351 Pages, Hardcover
(8 1/2” x 11” Large Size), www.artscroll.com.

explores the 3,800 years of Jewish existence
while answering the great question: Why have the Jewish people been so
unique and influential yet so relentlessly hated and persecuted?

Crash Course in Jewish History

by Rabbi Ken Spiro

From Abraham and the birth of monotheism to the
Holocaust and the creations of modern Israel — the
Jewish people’s progress through time violates all the
laws of human history. For centuries, some of the
greatest minds have tried to unlock the great mystery that the Jewish story
presents, asking: How did this people survive against all the odds?

This volume is not only comprehensive and readable; it is also entertaining
and enlightening. Historian and author Rabbi Ken Spiro takes the reader
on a fascinating and informative journey through time, highlighting the key
lessons of Jewish and world history, and most importantly, the profound
relevance that the past holds for the future of both the Jewish people and
humanity.
$32.99. Targum Press, 509 Pages, Hardcover, www.targum.com.

Seek Peace and Pursue It
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by Dr. Dovid Lieberman, Ph.D.

Torah wisdom and psychological insight come together
to great effect in Seek Peace and Pursue It, a book about
relationships that provides effective, proven strategies
to reduce friction and enhance harmony in even the
most challenging of interpersonal relationships.
Dr. Dovid Lieberman is an award-winning author and internationally
recognized leader and public speaker in the field of human behavior. His nine
books, translated into 24 languages, are used by governments, corporations,
and mental health professionals around the world.

As with all his books, the current title is an ideal blend of profound insight
accompanied by practical, step-by-step strategies designed to reduce conflicts
of any sort – whether in the home, neighborhood, or workplace.
Too many people suffer from the indignity, anxiety, stress, and turmoil
associated with interpersonal conflicts, and this title provides readers
with effective techniques aimed at resolving conflicts and creating peace between spouses, siblings, parents and children, neighbors, or coworkers.
Definitely a goal worth pursuing!
$24.95. Viter Press, Hardcover, www.feldheim.com.
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Torah Town
by Rabbi Baruch Chait
Illustrated by Gadi Pollack

The Torah is often referred to as “a blueprint for living,” so it
should come as no surprise that Torah values and principles
permeate all aspects of Jewish community life. The only surprise, really, is
how so much of this vital and valued information could fit into the pages of
an entertaining, 64-page book, especially designed for young readers.
Absolutely packed with delightfully detailed illustrations and worthwhile
information, Torah Town takes you on a guided tour through an ideal,
Torah-based community. Along the way, readers (as well as sight-seers)
are able to visit all the shops, institutions and personalities that make
Torah-based community life so glorious and unique. From the synagogue
to the marketplace to the farm just outside of town, there’s a wealth of
insightful material here. There’s even an amusement park filled with special,
informative rides.
The result is a marvelous, fact-filled text that will appeal to readers of all
ages – adults included.
$26.99. Feldheim Publishers, 64 pages, Hardcover,
www.feldheim.com.

Seder Savvy:
Insights for Meaningful Family Discussion
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

Seder Savvy will help make your Seder come alive. It provides a solid basis for
meaningful dialogue between grandparents, parents, and children and lays
the foundations for a lifetime of spiritual growth. On every page, Rabbi Dov
Lipman presents intriguing questions and source-based answers to engage all
generations in challenging discussion:
• What does karpas have to do with living a meaningful life?
• What message should we internalize about the nations of the world when
we spill the wine and recite the Ten Plagues?
• How does eating Hillel’s sandwich help us understand the momentous
times in which we live?
This fascinating volume will make your Seder meaningful and exciting with
lively dialogue that will span the generations.
$17.99. Targum Press, 141 Pages, Hardcover, www.targum.com.
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The Pesach Seder: we spend so much time and effort
planning and preparing for it. Our goal: the whole family
seated around the table engaged in lively discussions from
the Haggadah. Yet our expectations don’t always match the reality.

IN-LAWS: IT’S ALL RELATIVE
A proven roadmap for parents and children to
successful relationships within the family
by Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski and Leah Shifrin Averick

Few things in our lives are more valuable than our family
relationships — and few things are more complex. And
when those relationships begin, not at birth, but at
marriage, there can be some challenging adjustments to be made.
The great news is: You CAN make the adjustments, and have rewarding,
wonderful in-law relationships.

family and world-famous addiction expert who has helped tens of thousands
live better lives. In In-Laws: It’s All Relative, Rabbi Twerski teams up with
Leah Shifrin Averick, a respected social worker and an expert in in-law
relationships, to produce a book that will enhance and improve our lives: as
mothers- or daughters-in-law; fathers- or sons-in-law; sisters or brothersin-law.
By following the sensible, practical, and, always, Torah-based strategies that
two experts have formulated over decades of work with families, we learn
how to enjoy harmonious and fulfilling relationships with our in-laws. And
we never have to make a mother-in-law joke again!
$19.99. Shaar Press, 184 Pages, Hardcover, www.artscroll.com.

The author of more than thirty bestselling works on both Torah and
psychology, Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski, M.D. is the scion of a great rabbinic

Encyclopedia of Jewish Medical
Ethics
Compiled by Avraham Steinberg, M.D.
Translated by Fred Rosner, M.D.

Our age is replete with medical miracles, yet every
development in medicine also presents new ethical
and religious challenges. Judaism’s distinguished
tradition of addressing the moral implications of
medical advances continues with this groundbreaking, 3-volume work. Truly
the first book of its kind in English, The Encyclopedia of Jewish Medical Ethics
presents a systematic and comprehensive discussion of virtually every topic
in the field of medical ethics.

SALOMON SAYS
50 stirring and stimulating stories
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by Rabbi Yaakov Salomon, C.S.W.

What can be learned from a trip to the local bakery to buy
a fresh cinnamon danish? What life lessons can possibly be
gleaned from racing up and down the aisles of a Wal-Mart
store? What can be gained — besides a few unwanted extra pounds — from a
gourmet Pesach dining experience at a five star hotel?
The answers: how to use time effectively, how to set priorities, how to most
effectively negotiate the superstore called life.
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Every entry includes pertinent halachic material, relevant scientific, medical,
and statistical information, as well as historical and ethical-philosophical
background material. There is also a comparative analysis between the
Jewish and the general, medical-ethical approach to relevant topics.
Clearly written, and with extensive references, notes, and source material,
this authoritative text is an outstanding learning tool, resource, and reference
work for physicians, related health care professionals, scholars, rabbis,
educators, and anyone interested in the field of Jewish medical ethics.
$150. Feldheim Publishers, 1191 pages (3 volumes), Hardcover,
www.feldheim.com.

Of course, theses answers are delivered with considerable more detail
– not to mention style, wit and wisdom — in Salomon Says, the newest
collection of essays by author, lecturer, psychotherapist and former Jewish
Spirit columnist Rabbi Yaakov Salomon. A master at finding the meaning in
everyday occurrences, Rabbi Salomon walks readers down the pathways of
contemporary life, offering his insightful, refreshing and always Torah–based
commentary every step of the way.
With our full — sometimes overfull — and complex lives, it’s easy to lose
perspective regarding what is and what is not truly important. So when
Salomon speaks — it’s always a good idea to listen.
$21.99. Shaar Press, 276 Pages, Hardcover, www.artscroll.com

SEEYOUONSHABBOS.COM:
It’s The Shabbos Social Network
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by Amy A. Dubitsky

T

he table is set with a crisp white tablecloth.
The candles stand tall and, as their new
flames begin to rise, the scent of roasted
chicken wafts through the air. Leah takes a
moment to absorb the serenity of the moment
and the holiness of the day.
“Mommy,” says her 10-year-old daughter Miriam,
noticing extra place settings. “Who are all of the
extra places set for?” Leah explains that they will
be having some special guests for Shabbos. “We
don’t know them yet – but we will soon!”
We all appreciate opportunities to share a
Shabbos table with family and friends, but for
an increasing number of people, Shabbos is
just not the same without other guests, too.
With more and more people around the country
looking to experience an authentic Shabbos each
week – especially students and singles but others
as well - Rabbi Bentzion Klatzko had an idea.
After spending years helping connect prospective
guests with prospective hosts, Rabbi Klatzko
suddenly realized that the Jewish world was
ready for a website that would do a better – and
far bigger – job than he ever could.
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The brand-new website is SeeYouonShabbos.com,
and it makes Shabbos social planning as easy

Some of the guests waiting to be invited to your Shabbos table.

as a couple of clicks. After only a few months
online, the free site has already registered over
3,300 members. Members can choose to be listed
as a host, a guest, or both, and then become
searchable by city, occupation, or proximity to a

“The idea is to bring the entire Jewish world closer to each
other through Shabbos. When Shabbos comes around,
our distinct tributaries all flow into the same holy stream.
It is and always was the bond that unites us.”

certain address or synagogue.
The site is not only beautifully and professionally
done, it is really fun to use. Different screens allow
you to browse hosts and guests, with pictures and
relevant information including reviews of hosts
and references for guests. Each of these screens
includes a map that shows the location of each
individual identified. There is also a calendar to
keep track of invitations – it even includes the
correct Shabbos times for that area! Click on the
name of the weekly Parshah and you can easily
print the whole Parsha in Hebrew and English.

Going overseas for business? SYOS has
almost a dozen registered hosts in South
Africa, as well as hosts in London, Paris,
Argentina, Australia and more.
Who Uses It?
Rabbi Klatzko explained that while the majority of hosts are of Orthodox
affiliation, at least half of the registered guests affiliate with reform or
conservative religious beliefs. “The idea is to bring the entire Jewish world
closer to each other through Shabbos. We are so polarized with labels that
we have become a nation of small clustered groups. But when Shabbos comes
around, our distinct tributaries all flow into the same holy stream. It is and
always was the bond that unites us.”
Now, registered hosts will be able to search for guests in their area and
invite them for a meal, and singles will no longer have to worry about where
to go for a Shabbos meal. Hosts range from newlyweds and empty nesters
who want to fill their Shabbos table to families like the Klatzkos, who have
eleven children of their own, but can’t help sharing their love of Shabbos with
whomever they can. Guests can view the profiles of a potential host, so they
can choose if they prefer to be with an all adult group or with a family with
lots of kids. All members need to post a photo and provide two references
for safety reasons.

Some available hosts in Monsey, New York.
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Megan Michaels, 29, lives in Passaic, NJ with two roommates and found out
about See You on Shabbos on Facebook from Rabbi Klatzko, who was her
campus rabbi when she was a student at UCLA. In just a few weeks, Megan,

“I had a nice time! Family is very open and
accepting to everyone. Amazing, amazing
cholent! Children are very kind and
respectful. I had a great time. Would love
to go again.” – Feedback on the site
who is a native of Los Angeles and recently spent two years studying in Neve
Yerushalayim, received several invitations for Shabbos. She accepted an
invitation with a friend for a meal in Passaic and one for meals and lodging
in Monsey.
“I’ve met people in my own community that I never would have met if it
weren’t for SYOS (See You on Shabbos),” she says. “I’ve recommend the site
to friends and told other families I know that they would make great hosts.”
Megan plans to use the site again, but not just locally. “I’m leaving on a cruise
out of Seattle in a few months, and I hope to find someone in the Jewish
community there to stay with for Shabbos before the cruise departs.”
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While SYOS is only in its infancy, Rabbi Klatzko believes it will “connect the
Jewish world like nothing ever has.” Going overseas for business? SYOS has
almost a dozen registered hosts in South Africa, as well as hosts in London,
Paris, Argentina, Australia and more. For those traveling to Israel for work,
to study, or just to visit, there are over 12 dozen hosts registered, ready and
willing to greet you in their homes.

28
“My Shabbos”: A list of guests confirmed or pending.
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Social Networking for Shabbos
Shmuel Kott is a Yeshiva student in New Jersey. He and three friends
registered for SYOS and then randomly selected a family within a 90-mile
radius. Based on the feedback left on Shmuel’s guest book, where hosts and
guests can leave feedback for other users to see, the Seff family of Cherry Hill
enjoyed the spirit the yeshiva boys brought to their community.
Shmuel, 24, plans to use the site often, and speaks of a SYOS road trip in his
future. When he heard about the web site, Shmuel says, “I thought it was a
dream come true,” and he convinced many friends to sign up. Both Shmuel
and Megan mentioned how much more comfortable it is to get an invitation
through SYOS than having to make phone calls. They know that the people
registered as hosts are comfortable and willing to have strangers at their
tables, who eventually will become their friends.
Boruch Katina and his wife Batsheva live in Flatbush and have made their
home a popular destination for guests seeking a place for a Shabbos meal.
The Katinas are proactive about their Shabbos plans and have been inviting
guests weekly through the SYOS site. He also utilizes the “message” function
to invite members who are single but registered as hosts. “We love having
Shabbat guests,” says Boruch, a credit analyst for a bank. “They do more for
us than we do for them. Our children get to see people from all different
backgrounds, and I get a big audience for my dvar torah!”
Some of the Katinas’ guests are learning more about their heritage, while
others have the background but may otherwise be alone for Shabbos. Katina
also points out that SYOS is a great way to help singles meet. Hosts can even
indicate if they can help in this regard and guests can indicate on their profile
if they are interested.
A buddy is anyone you have been to for Shabbos or anyone you have been
with for Shabbos. Upon confirmation, a thumbnail of your buddy is placed in
the Buddy page along with his/her profile and contact information.
SYOS is still under development, and will feature a Shabbaton management
tool, so organizations and individuals can arrange to host a large group with
a few simple clicks, and possibly a mobile host-finder for the traveler stuck
on the road as Shabbos quickly approaches.
Whether you want to share Shabbos as a host or as a guest or just want to
find out what the joy of Shabbos is all about, Seeyouonshabbos is a site – and
a Jewish experience – you do not want to miss. Sign up – you never know
who might see you on Shabbos!
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Seasons of the Moon is a book like you have never seen. It is, at the same time, a

book of fine art photography, inspired poetry – and nuanced Torah insight.
In this new volume, Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair has introduced an entirely new
medium for communicating the sublime beauty of the Torah. It is hard to say
whether it his Torah insight that is the more impressive or his photography – or the
way they work together to touch the soul.

SEASONS
OF THE

MOON:
INTO THE

LIGHT
by
Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair

The book is based on the months of the year, shedding light (so to speak) on the
deeper meanings of the astrological signs as they relate to the unique characters
of each of the Jewish months. We offer here an excerpt relating to the current
month of Nissan, in which Passover occurs, along with one of the stunning images.
For more information about the book, the author and how to buy a copy, visit
seasonsofthemoon.com.
Imagine you’re a cartoon artist.
The character you’re drawing has a question on
his mind. You draw his furrowed brow. Small
drops of perspiration start to leap from his
forehead depicting his mental gymnastics as he
wrestles with the question. Suddenly the answer
pops into his head. How do you draw this? You
draw a light-bulb coming on in his head.
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A question is like darkness. An answer is like a
revealing light. The answer “dawns” on you. All
the world sees knowledge as light. And the lack of
knowledge as darkness.
There’s a famous Jewish joke that goes: “Why do
Jews always answer one question with another?”
“I don’t know. Why do they?” Jews have always
asked questions. Mark Twain spoke of the Jew’s
“aggressive and inquisitive mind.” The basic
linguistic structure of the Talmud is shakla v’tarya,
the “give and take” of question and answer.
More than any other festival, Passover is a time
of questions and answers. If there’s one image
that symbolizes the Passover Seder meal, it is the
youngest child summoning up all of his or her
courage and asking “Ma Nishtana?” “Why is this
night different from all other nights?” -- the Four
Questions.
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Look in the Haggada -- the universal Jewish text
which tells the story of the Exodus -- however, and
you’ll find many more than just four questions:
“The wise son, what does he say? ‘What are
the testimonies, decrees and ordinances which
Hashem, our God, has commanded you?’ The
wicked son, what does he say? ‘Of what purpose
is this work to you?’ The simple son, what does
he say? ‘What is this?’...”Rabbi Yose, the Galilean
said: ‘How does one derive that the Egyptians
were struck... with fifty plagues at the sea?’ “
...Matza -- Why do we eat this unleavened bread?
...Maror -- Why do we eat this bitter herb?” ...Who
knows one? Who knows two? three? four? etc.”
Asking and answering is the essence of the Seder.
In fact, even two Torah scholars making the Seder
together are nonetheless obliged to ask each
other these same questions. More. A lone Torah
scholar would ask and answer those questions to
himself. It must be then, that the methodology of
question and answer reveals something essential
about the Passover experience.
“And there was evening, and there was morning,
one day.” (Bereshet 1:5) The Torah teaches us
that night preceded day. First came evening and
only then morning. What is the message of this
process? Why should night precede day?

➲ continued ON page 60
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The Beit HaMikdash:
The Temple & the Holy Mount
Groundbreaking New Book from the Western Wall Heritage Foundation
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T

he Beit HaMikdash, our holy and glorious
Temple, destroyed over 2,000 years ago,
remains engraved in the hearts of the
Jewish people. From one generation to the
next, the Temple legacy was passed on, the spot
where heaven and earth kiss, where Jerusalem
Above is connected to earthly Jerusalem.

from his youth. As early as 5724 (1964), Rabbi
Koren was involved in editing and publishing
the book “Yerushalayim B’Sifruteinu” from the
legacy of his grandfather, Rabbi Yisrael Ze’ev
HaLevi Ish Horowitz, o.b.m. (the father of his
late mother, Mrs. Zahava Koren) who was a wellknown scholar of the Land of Israel.

Wherever Jews live, the memory of the Temple
has been preserved – its appearance and
dimensions, the order of service, the ingredients
of the incense, the Song of the Day sung by the
Levites while standing on their platform, the
order of service for the Kohen Gadol (High
Priest) on Yom Kippur – these were carried by
Jews with them wherever they went, to the very
ends of the earth, up until this day.

In 5737 (1977) Rabbi Zalman Koren published
his book “Chatzrot Beit Hashem” that deals
with the borders of the Temple Mount and
the site of the Temple according to Halachah.
He received the approbation of Rabbi Eliyahu
Eliezer Mishkovsky, o.b.m., the Rosh Yeshivah
of Yeshivat K’far Chasidim for this book, who
wrote: “His conclusions are based on the pillars
of straight logic and Halachah.” The model was
planned according to the principles set out in

The Western Wall Heritage Foundation decided over fifteen years ago to
set up a model of the Beit HaMikdash and of the Kotel area through the
generations in the Western Wall Tunnels. This derives from the obligation
to seek out and understand Zion and her past, as the Talmud teaches us in
Tractate Rosh HaShanah on the verse in Jeremiah (30:17): “‘She is Zion, none
seek her out’ – this implies that it is required to seek out Zion.” From here we
learn that we are obligated to seek Zion out and occupy ourselves in matters
that concern her, her name and history.

this work.

The task of planning the model of the Temple was given to Rabbi Zalman
Koren, a scholar of renown of the Temple Mount and Mikdash in our
generation, one who has been involved in researching the Temple Mount

From the Introduction, by Rabbi Shmuel Rabinowitz, Rabbi of the
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The research used to prepare the model standing in the Kotel Tunnels is
presented in concentrated form to the reader of this book. This book, please
G-d, will allow the many visitors to the Western Wall to know, understand,
and envision, as it is written (Psalms 102), “You shall arise and have mercy
over Zion, for the time to favor her has come... for Your servants have desired
her stones and shown favor to her dust.”

Western Wall and the Holy Places

➲
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Studying the Temple Mount
Excerpted from the Book

O

Contradictions will sometimes arise when comparing Josephus with Talmudic
sources. Sometimes these are not truly contradictions, as there may be
different opinions in the Mishnah, with Josephus in agreement with one of
them.

ver the years, the structure of the Temple has occupied both Torah
sages and secular scholars. The Torah sages viewed this research
as part of their general obligation to study Torah. The Tabernacle,
forerunner of the Temple, is described in Exodus, while Solomon’s Temple is
described in Kings and in Chronicles. The Temple destined to be re-built in
messianic times is described in Ezekiel. In the Oral Tradition there is much
exegesis surrounding the above sections of the Bible, as well as an entire
tractate (Middot) describing the Second Temple.

Temple research must be based on three
fundamentals: a deep analysis of the
Biblical and Talmudic sources, an analysis
of the descriptions of Josephus and a study
of today’s Temple Mount and the relevant
archaeological remains.

Besides the direct obligation to study the Temple structure as part of the
body of Torah, knowledge of the Temple is important for understanding many
aspects of the laws of sacrifices. Temple research has also attracted secular
Bible scholars as well as historians and archaeologists.
Temple research must be based on three fundamentals. The first is a deep
analysis of the relevant Biblical and Talmudic sources. The second is an
analysis of the descriptions of Josephus in his various works. The third is a
study of today’s Temple Mount and the relevant archaeological remains, as
well as the cultural traditions related to certain details of the area of the
Holy Temple.
Torah scholars studying the Temple dealt mainly with the Biblical and Talmudic
sources. Josephus was known through a Hebrew work called Yosephun. While
he is sometimes cited in ancient commentaries regarding historical matters,
he is almost entirely ignored with regard to the Temple. It would seem that
the early commentators knew quite well that severe inaccuracies found their
way into the rather odd description of the Temple in Yosephun.

The third fundamental of Temple research is a study of the actual Temple
Mount and the relevant archaeological remains, as well as related cultural
traditions. This study then requires a comparison with the relevant written
sources.
The first rabbinic scholar to relate to the actual Temple Mount as a legitimate
means of deciding Jewish law was R. Ishtori HaParchi, author of Kaftor
Vaferach, who immigrated to the Land of Israel in approximately 1313. The
question he posed in his book (chapter 6) is whether today’s eastern retaining
wall was the wall of the Azarah, which would be prohibited to approach, or
simply the Temple Mount wall. He decided, on the basis of the wall’s length
and its distance from the Kidron Valley, that it had not been the Azarah
wall.

➲
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The model of the Temple Mount in the Western Wall Tunnels. The Kotel of today is highlighted, as is the location of the model.
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Our approach to researching the Temple (and building the model) has taken
into account all three fundamentals outlined above.
Concerning Josephus, we have assumed that his main goal was to give his
readers an accurate account of the war, and he therefore did not need to be
so precise concerning measurements not crucial to understanding the battles.
Instead of structural precision, he tried to convey the general impression that
a building had on one viewing it.

The model of the Temple Mount in its current location in the
Western Wall Tunnels.

This sage, and many like him, did not have access to maps of the Temple
Mount area and the light that these maps shed on various sources that
address the Temple Mount. In the last century and half, however, our
knowledge of the Temple Mount has greatly increased, thanks largely to the
British Palestine Exploration Fund. This knowledge includes facts about the
surface of the Mount, as well as facts about underground cisterns and the
level of the bedrock.
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Similarly, comparing the initial understanding of the text in the light of
findings in the area can affect many issues in depictions of the Temple. We
surmise that if early commentators could have had access to the Temple
Mount, it would have influenced some of their explanation. It should be noted
that archaeological determinations are often subject to reinterpretation and
revision, based on new discoveries and revised interpretations – as one can
see throughout this book. This being the case, modern researchers have been
left with ample room to contribute to the discussion based on our improved
knowledge of the Temple Mount.

These details in the Mishnah, therefore,
are not only precise descriptions of the
Second Temple, but legal determinations
obligating those who follow Jewish law
to build the Temple a certain way.

Similarly, in his later work Antiquities, Josephus did not intend to write a
code of Jewish law, but to give his readers a general impression of Judaism.
Additionally, if there is a contradiction between different works of Josephus,
it is likely that this later work is less accurate.
In contrast to Josephus, the Talmudic Sages intended with Middot to set down
the details for building the Temple according to Jewish law. These details
in the Mishnah, therefore, are not only precise descriptions of the Second
Temple, but legal determinations obligating those who follow Jewish law to
build the Temple a certain way.
The fact that the Mishnah and Josephus were describing the same object
from different viewpoints, mitigates any contradictions between them. For
example, if we assume that there were small, seldom-used gates in the
western wall of the Azarah, it is understandable why Josephus – interested
in describing the magnificent gatehouses of the Azarah – would not mention
them. In contrast, the Mishnah, describing a building plan, could not ignore
them.
We have carefully considered topographical evidence on the Temple Mount
itself, often suggesting new interpretations of the Mishnah based on this
evidence. In addition, our efforts to build a three-dimensional model have
brought to light certain architectural issues that otherwise would not have
been noticed (see, for example, p. 103 concerning the number of steps leading
to the Azarah). There is no aspect of the model in the Western Wall Tunnels
that was designed without careful thought and consideration.
Rabbi Zalman Menachem Koren
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THE THRILL OF THE LAND:

Finding Inspiration in Israel

The Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project, led by Lori Palatnik, took 90 women from Detroit, Mexico City, Toronto and Washington DC on a ten-day trip to Israel
in the summer of 2009.

EXPLORING THE LAND OF ISRAEL CAN LEAD TO ASTOUNDING DISCOVERIES OF YOUR INNER JEWISH LANDSCAPE.
WHO KNEW? by CHARLOTTE FRIEDLAND

Y

ou’re dog-tired, your feet hurt, and your head is spinning. Your
clothes are grimy, and your suntan lotion is nearly used up. Does this
sound like a prescription for spiritual growth?
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Yet hundreds of people who visited Israel on special tours describe this
precise scenario, followed by, “The most meaningful experience of my life!”
Many of them had traveled abroad and tasted exotic cultures, but somehow
their journey to Israel was – well, different.
The brief tours, typically taking ten days to two weeks, are offered by
outreach organizations and community kollels as something of an “adult
Birthright” experience, at low prices. Didn’t get to go when you were in
college? These trips offer a chance to capture what you missed.
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Those in the know say that the delay is an advantage: a mature perspective
helps you broaden intellectually, emotionally and spiritually because you
grow from within, not in response to peer pressure or trendy expectations.
For those who have already begun to explore Judaism in their adult lives, the
trip to Israel can be a shortcut to Jewish connections that would have taken
years to achieve on their home turf.

The brief tours, typically taking ten days
to two weeks, are offered by outreach
organizations and community kollels
as something of an “adult Birthright”
experience.

And it’s never too late. “When I was sixteen, I was going to spend the summer
working on a kibbutz. I was so excited, it was almost unbearable,” recalls
Shari Goldberg of Cleveland. “Then I came down with mononucleosis, and
that was the end of that.” Shari tried to get to Israel again and again, but
each time Mideast hostilities brought a quick cancellation of her plans. Later,
with marriage and two children, the dream of flying 6,000 miles away ebbed
away, year by year.
Last summer, she heard about a proposed “Jewish Women’s Renaissance”
trip to Israel led by Aish Hatorah’s dynamic Lori Palatnik, in conjunction
with Cleveland’s Jewish Family Experience. “It’s a no-brainer,” her husband
Michael declared, “You have to go!” She found that “it takes a village for
a mother to get out of town for two weeks.” But she did it. Thirty-two
years later than planned, Shari Goldberg stepped off the plane and into the
sunshine of the Jewish homeland.
It blew her away. There it was – not the raw pioneering country of the 1960s
she had expected to see, but a modern, bustling country, a place where
the mundane is tinged by the sublime, and where Jews of every kind, from
everywhere on earth, envelope you.

For those who have already begun to
explore Judaism in their adult lives, the
trip to Israel can be a shortcut to Jewish
connections that would have taken years
to achieve on their home turf.
Their Jewish backgrounds varied. Shari was raised in a Reform setting. Of
late, she spent time learning with a Partners-in-Torah mentor and going to
local Torah classes. Others had traveled different routes, but the one thing
they shared was that they all wanted to dig a little deeper into their Jewish
heritage.
“It’s not about becoming observant,” Shari says. “It’s about taking small
steps, subtle shifts. I came home more committed to learning and to sharing
with others. Lori was fantastic, non-judgmental, and always upbeat.”

Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project

“It’s a very liberating experience,” affirms Lori. “Magic happens here.” But she
warns her group that others will not understand. “You’ve just come back from
the most incredible, mind-blowing, powerful trip your life. And your friends
will ask, ‘So – how was the weather?’”

Nicknamed “Moms Gone Wild,” this women-only journey of 100 participants
“was like Israel 101 on steroids,” Shari laughs. They didn’t sleep much, they ate
on the run, kept moving all over the map and took in five days in Jerusalem,
where they studied at Aish Hatorah, overlooking the Western Wall. Guest
speakers were intelligent and engaging. The women brought gifts to children
in an orphanage. They thought about what it means to be a Jew. They learned
that spirituality can be found baking challah for Shabbos. And they bonded.

Another participant, Shelley Harris of Ottawa, fully enjoyed letting go, doing
the “fun stuff” on the itinerary – river-rafting, climbing Masada, riding camels
– but it was the people that moved her. She was impressed by Israeli soldiers
from different countries who spoke about why they feel privileged to be part
of the Israeli army, and she was inspired by the women she met who face
terrorism with faith and determination.
Shelley’s husband had feared that she would return from Israel “ultraOrthodox,” but that didn’t happen. “I just came back happier, calmer, a
little more spiritual. I volunteer more, I give more tzedakah,” she remarks
thoughtfully. And she is more involved in Jewish studies too, meeting with
other Israel-trip alumnae and Lauren Shaps of JET (Jewish Education through
Torah) to learn together. Oh, and she’s going back next year – this time as
a madrichah, an assistant guide. There’s so much more to see, and more
to learn.

“Indescribable!”
Rabbi Ken Spiro provides the Hebrew name Chana Esther to a woman who
had never had one, in a ceremony on Massada.

First time visitors to Israel of both genders are bowled over by the beauty
of the land, and often sense a nearly mystical connection to the people
and places they see. Traveling the length and breadth of the country
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synagogues and study halls vibrant and intense as students delve into the
living Torah, its holy places mobbed by visitors from all over the world.
A trip to Israel can jump-start subconscious Jewish needs (see the remarkable
story of Mo Shaw on p44), but most often it helps people actualize goals
already identified. “For years, I had thought about koshering my home, but
I didn’t do it,” says Ilene Leff of Milwaukee. “Jack and I had never been to
Israel, so when Rabbi Mike Stern (of Judaism Without Walls) said he was
taking a group there for ten days, we were intrigued.”

Milwaukee’s Judaism without Walls Israel Experience trip, on top of Massada.

with a knowledgeable guide, it’s easy to virtually experience three eras
simultaneously: Walking in the footsteps of the Jewish patriarchs and
matriarchs, you connect with your own roots; then you witness the return of
the Jewish people to its homeland after 2,000 years of dispersion, a return
that continues to this day; and then, you watch in wonder as the modern
state unfolds before you, its streets filled with Hebrew-speaking children, its

Ilene and her husband had been told that it feels odd to be part of the
majority population, and they didn’t know what to expect. “For me, it
tapped into a lot of spirituality,” Ilene recalls. The Leffs were touched by the
warm home hospitality in Jerusalem on Shabbos. “These were really special
people,” Ilene says, “people who had come to Jewish observance late in their
lives. While I was there, Israel gave me a feeling of fulfillment that I wanted
to continue when I got home.”
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Participants in the Cincinnati Kollel’s Israel Learning Experience Trip
posing at Gamla

The best way to do that, she decided, was to finally kosher her home, and
that was accomplished a few month after their return. Shabbos dinners are
worth the effort too, Ilene found, for they bring a lot of closeness to the
family. “But there’s still so much we need to learn,” she says. Going to classes
on Torah topics and delving into classical Jewish texts (often in the company
of others who went to Israel with Rabbi Stern), accomplishes just that.

“You’ve just come back from the most
incredible, mind-blowing, powerful trip
your life. And your friends will
ask, ‘So – how was the weather?’”
There is much to be gained when spouses travel in Israel together, sharing
the excitement of these special tours. Experiencing an intense connection
to Judaism in the Jewish homeland, even briefly, can galvanize a couple to
implement important changes and reprioritize family values.

➲
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As part of the Judaism Without Walls trip, the group visited the city of
Tiberias, including an absorption center brimming with Ethiopian “Falash
Mura” immigrants. Learning that a Bris Milah was to take place later that
morning, the JWW participants chose to cancel their next tourist stop to
participate in the celebration. What an unforgettable experience!
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But single-gender groups offer
advantages too, according to
Rabbi Gidon Moskovitz of the
Meyerland Minyan in Houston.
Sponsored by his synagogue and
TORCH (Torah Outreach Resource
Center of Houston), he and Rabbi
Gavriel Jacknin led their all-guy
band from one adventure to the
next, connecting intellectually and
emotionally with everything they
Milwaukee’s Judaism without Walls Israel Experience trip, posing in front of the Davidson Center at the Southern
saw. They met with ZAKA volunteers,
Excavations of the Temple Mount.
who care for victims of disaster. They
toured the ancient City of David, seeing the Bible come to life. They prayed
getting up early every morning, nor his swollen feet every night. “We had
in the synagogue atop Masada, had a kumzits on the shores of the Dead Sea,
a wonderful group of guys, and the rabbis were amazing. They really cared
danced after Shabbos in Safed, toured Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum with
about us and they made sure that our time would be spent meaningfully.”
an Auschwitz survivor, and packed boxes for the poor at a Jerusalem food
pantry. Day after day, in city after city, they felt the power of the Holy Land
Their most treasured experience was learning Torah together in a yeshiva.
as never before. “We went to Hebron, the tomb of our forefathers – grown
When they reached Jerusalem, the group began each day in Yeshivas Bircas
men, but we were all crying,” Rabbi Moskovitz recalls.
HaTorah in the Old City. Many of the men had never opened a Gemara; now
they spent three hours every morning immersed in Torah study.
“Hebron was definitely the most moving spiritual experience for me,” concurs
Reuven (Bob) Linzer, one of the participants. Reuven says he didn’t mind

What is it about Israel?

Is it the astonishing reunions? How is it that after so many

It’s perplexing. What is it about Israel that makes you feel that

your second cousin, or your best friend’s mother in an

you must go back? Recent returnees offered the following
possibilities:
Is it the sense of family? The Jewish cab driver with the Russian
accent (or French, or South African) -- who earnestly asks you
when you plan to come on aliyah, to live in Israel with your
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people. And no matter how reasonable your protestations
sound to you, he shakes his head and wonders aloud how
you can continue to live out there in the Diaspora. Yet there is
no rancor in his voice. You’ve known him for twenty minutes,
but he’s your brother.
Is it that inexplicable glow on the horizon, the feeling that
despite the traffic jams, the crowds, the heat and the
mosquitoes, that something transcendent is going on here?

years, you happen to meet your third grade schoolteacher,
obscure restaurant in Beersheva?
Is it the sense that your soul is content here? That even though
your heart skips a beat at a Fourth of July parade, somehow
every ancient stone in Israel looks familiar? That you look out
over the hills of the Galilee and know that your ancestors
surveyed the very same scene, that here your family fought
the Canaanites and the Greeks and the Romans and the
Turks and the British.
You’ve never been here before. Why does every breeze
seem to say, “Welcome home”?

“It wasn’t enough,” says Reuven. “I wanted to learn more.” Now that he’s
back home, Reuven is more involved in the Meyerland Minyan and makes
it a point to study Torah regularly. Moreover, he now understands why his
daughter became observant.

The one “danger” of embarking on
such a journey is that you might become
a Land of Israel junkie, calculating when
you’ll return even before landing at
your home airport!

That is the one “danger” of embarking on such a journey – you could become
a Land of Israel junkie, calculating when you’ll return even before landing at
your home airport! It’s a risk, but by all accounts, the trip is worth it.

One member of a tour visits a Yeshiva in Jerusalem where he studies with a
partner in the main study hall.

➲
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There’s no question in his mind about the future. “I’m going back to Israel,”
he states firmly. “We’re hoping to create a trip with two tracks next time; one
touring, the other learning. I can’t wait to get back to that yeshiva.”

The Improbable Story of Mo
Mo Shaw didn’t have much of a Jewish
education, though his mother did send him to a
Jewish summer camp. But that was long ago.
As a professional rodeo cowboy (“Ah was a steer
wrestler, to be exact,” he drawls), there wasn’t
much time to think about Judaism. But when
his daughter Tori was ten years old, she started
asking questions that he couldn’t answer. Mo took
her to a lecture given by Rabbi Pinchas Landis of
the Cincinnati Community Kollel. “In 45 minutes,
that man covered 5,000 years of Jewish history,”
recalls Mo. “Whew! Our heads were exploding.”
After that, Rabbi Landis persistently sent him
emails and called him on the phone, inviting him
to more classes. Mo wasn’t interested.
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Yet when Rabbi Landis invited him to join a group
of men and women going to Israel, some old camp
songs began to play in his head. He was 39 years
old, he’d never been there, and he was curious.

For Mo, visiting Israel was truly a transforming
experience. “It’s hard to wrap my brain around
this,” he admits, “I wasn’t sure just why I wanted
to go, but one of the leaders of the group was able
to identify the reason. ‘You want to learn how to
be a Jew,’ he said simply. That really hit home. All
my life, I felt something was missing.”
Not a moment was wasted on this rigorous
journey. “We were up early, and we learned on
the bus. We kept learning, talking, seeing, doing. I
knew I was hearing about my people, my history.
Rabbi Landis brought it all to life. We would get
back to the hotel at night and just pass out. It was
powerful!”
When they visited a yeshiva, Mo felt like he
had “been dropped on another planet,” but that
glimpse ignited an urge to find out what Torah is
all about. He resolved that when he gets back to
the States, he would be a better Jew. “I started out
with small things, doing little mitzvot.”

That was three years ago. He has since taken on
Shabbos and eats kosher food. He learned how to
pray in Hebrew, and he goes to the Kollel Retreat
Center to learn Torah. His wife, Michelle, and his
kids (Tori, 13, Gabrielle, 5, and Wyatt, 3) “love the
whole Shabbos experience, from candle-lighting
to Havdalah and everything in between!”
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“I wasn’t sure just why I
wanted to go, but one of the
leaders of the group was able
to identify the reason. ‘You
want to learn how to be a
Jew,’ he said.”
Retired from his career as a cowboy, Mo became
a farrier, “an ‘equine podiatrist,’ he explains,
“shoeing horses.” He finds time to help plan
and attend outreach programs at the Community
Kollel Retreat Center. Among the new students
is Mo’s mother, who, at her son’s urging, joined
Rabbi Landis’ trip to Israel last year. “Yup,” says
Mo, “now she’s learning Torah at the Center too.”

But Mo’s story isn’t finished yet. He is still growing,
increasing his knowledge and commitment. He
finds learning Torah the roughest challenge he
ever encountered, but he’s not intimidated. After
all, he used to wrestle steers; now he wrestles
with the Talmud. Mo notes that, like him, the
famous sage of ancient times -- Rabbi Akiva -didn’t start learning Torah until the age of 40. “So
ajs
there’s hope,” he says, “there’s hope.”
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Mo seems to have a charismatic power to draw
others closer to Judaism by his own example.
Moreover, he has a way of finding people who are
Jewish, “only they didn’t know it.” For example,
his mother’s friend was raised in a convent
and thought she was Catholic. A little research
revealed that this woman in her sixties was
actually Jewish. “So now she goes to the Center
too, learning Torah along with Mom,” Mo reports.
Then there’s a fellow that Mo hired to help him in
his business as a farrier. He was from Kentucky,
a Mormon. One day the assistant mentioned that
his mother’s mother was a Jew, born in Israel.
“You’re Jewish, man!” Mo announced. “He didn’t
believe me at first, but then he started coming to
the Center to learn, too…”

Passover Personalities
Abraham (Avraham) – The first person to promote ethical monotheism to
the masses, he entered into a covenant with G-d at the age of 75. He was
promised a great nation of descendents who would have the Land of Israel as
their homeland and a close relationship with their Creator forever. However,
this would not occur until his children were enslaved in Egypt for 400 years,
after which time they would leave with great wealth, and true freedom.
Moses (Moshe) — The youngest child of Amram and Yocheved, who were the
leaders of the Jewish community in Egypt. He was discovered in a floating
basked by Pharaoh’s daughter, Basya, who rescued him and raised him in
the palace as Pharaoh’s grandchild. He advocated on behalf of the Jews
and was forced to flee for his life. He encountered the Divine Presence in a
burning bush and was instructed to lead the people out of Egypt through a
combination of advocacy and devastating plagues. He suffered from a speech
impediment which hampered his ability to converse effectively but this was
overcome with the help of his brother Aharon who served as his spokesman.
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Aaron (Aharon) — The older brother of Moses, he led the people prior
to Moses’ arrival, and he became Moses’ spokesman and enthusiastic
collaborator. He accompanied Moses on his visits to Pharaoh and oversaw
the execution of a number of the plagues. He earned the respect and trust
of the Jewish people and utilized that to unify them and promote peace and
harmony. He eventually became the first High Priest; his descendants are the
family of Kohanim for all generations.

PA S S

IN 30 MIN

BASED ON THE PARTNERS IN TO
Although the original covenant called for Abraham’s
descendants to spend 400 years in Egypt, in reality they only
spent 210 years there, eighty of which consisted of hardship
and enslavement. Our sages explain that the Egyptians
overstepped their mandate and treated us far more
cruelly than the Almighty had intended. Thus, in the
210 years we spent in Egypt, we endured the equivalent
of 400 years of suffering.
Pharaoh (Paroh) — A generic term used to denote the ruler in Egypt. His real
name may have been Seti, Ramses or Ramses II. He greatly feared the Jewish
ascent to power in Egypt and afflicted them for 210 years. He portrayed
himself as an all-powerful deity before his people and strove to deny the
existence of a monotheistic G-d, never quite learning
his lesson in spite of all the plagues sent against him
and his nation.
Yocheved and Miriam — The mother and sister of
Moses, respectively. They were the leading midwives
for the Jewish people in Egypt, and they were
instructed by Pharaoh to commit infanticide upon all
Jewish male babies. At great risk to their own lives,
they disobeyed his orders and were greatly rewarded
for their heroism by the Almighty.
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Basya — Daughter of Pharaoh and the foster mother
of Moses, whom she rescued from the Nile. He
received the name Moses from her, and it is the only
name utilized to refer to him throughout the Torah.

OVER
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NUTES (OR LESS)

ORAH PUBLICATION, BY RABBI ELAZER MEISELS
Pharaoh consulted three advisors to determine whether to
enslave the Jewish people: Bilaam, Job, and Yisro. Bilaam
who voted in favor of the plan was eventually killed. Job,
who remained silent, neither agreeing nor protesting, was
punished with severe tribulations. Yisro who fled in protest
merited offspring who served on the High Court of Israel.
As a reward for risking their lives to save Jewish newborns,
Yocheved merited that her descendents would be the
kohanim (priestly family) and Miriam merited that her
descendents would include King David and the Davidic
Dynasty of Kings.

Laws of Chametz
Chametz is a product that (a) contains even a minimal amount of one of five

types of grains [Wheat, Barley, Spelt, Rye, Oats,] and
(b) has undergone fermentation as a result of contact with liquid.
The Torah issued several commandments regarding chametz:
• The positive commandment to remove all chametz from one’s home.
• Not to possess chametz in one’s domain (i.e. home, office, car, etc.) during
all eight days of Passover.
• Not to eat chametz, or admixtures containing chametz, during Passover.
These prohibitions take effect around late morning on the eve of Passover,
the 14th of Nissan. Chametz is permitted again at nightfall after the final day
of Passover. In practice, the custom is to utilize all three of these options
since possession of chametz on Passover is such a stringent prohibition.
Approved methods for disposing of Chametz before Passover:
Bi’ur: Burning the chametz.
On the night preceding the 14th of Nissan, a search of the house known as
bedikat chametz (“search for chametz”) is conducted by candlelight. The
chametz found in this search is burned the next morning.

Bittul: Nullifying the chametz.
On the night of, and again on the morning of the 14th of Nissan, the head of
the household recites a statement in Aramaic nullifying all chametz remaining
in the family’s possession. This must be done before the prohibition
of chametz takes effect.

Yisro — Father-in-law of Moses (who married his
daughter Tzipora). He had served as an advisor to
Pharaoh but was forced out of power because he
protested the enslavement of the Jews. At the time
of Moses’ meeting with his daughters, he was in a
state of excommunication for having rejected the
idolatry of his community. Moses introduced him to
monotheism and the G-d of Israel and he eventually
became a strong supporter of Moses and a convert to
Judaism.

Mechirah: Selling one’s chametz to a non-Jew.
After the holiday, the non-Jew generally sells the chametz back to the
original owners, via the selling agent. The selling agent must be someone
knowledgeable in the laws.
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Our sages tell us that her reason for visiting the Nile
that morning was to immerse herself as part of the
conversion process, for she disdained the idolatrous
culture of Egypt.

The Seder
The Seder, which means order, consists of fifteen steps that are carried out in order, beginning with
Kiddush, as on a regular Friday night or Holiday. Many people have the custom to sing this list of steps
before beginning. Some, as they arrive at each step, sing the list up to that point.
Maharal explains that the 15 parts of the Seder correspond to the fifteen steps that led up to the Temple
in Jerusalem. This is a time when our family table is meant to achieve new spiritual heights, and it is as if
each step brings us “up the steps of the Temple” and closer to the presence of G-d. Our Sages say as well
that our table is like an Altar – especially appropriate on this Seder night.
The longest part of the Seder by far is Magid, which is when we retell the miraculous story of the Exodus. But each step is essential as we relive each year the
deliberate shaping of our People in a covenant with G-d.

The Hagaddah
According to Jewish tradition, the Haggadah was compiled during the Mishnaic and Talmudic periods,
although the exact date is unknown. Many of the compositions found in the latter half of the traditional
Haggadah were not part of the original text, but were composed and added several hundred years
later.
The word ‘haggadah’ means ‘the telling’, or ‘the relating.’ The Haggadah is a vivid narrative which
chronicles the story of how the Jewish people began as a few righteous individuals and metamorphosed
into a great nation that would know G-d and accept His Torah. Although it deals primarily with the events
in Egypt which led from slavery to liberation, it also covers the entire period from the life of Abraham to
the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai.
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The Seven Days of the Exodus

48

Thursday, 15 Nissan:

Friday, 16 Nissan:

Sunday, 18 Nissan:

Monday, 19 Nissan:

Wednesday, 21 Nissan:

The Jews departed Egypt in
the morning. The previous
night they gathered as families
secluded in their homes for
the first “seder,” when they
ate the Paschal Lamb with
Matzah as the plague of the
first-born ravaged Egypt.
They arrived in the city of
Sukkot that afternoon and
were encircled with seven
protective and illuminating
Clouds of Glory.

Journeyed to Etham at the
edge of the wilderness.

Preparations were made
for further journeying.
Pharaoh’s messengers urged
them to return to Egypt but
they refused. A battle ensued
and many of the messengers
were injured. The Jews
travelled backwards toward
Egypt to appear as if they
were returning to Egypt and
withdrew to Pi-HaChiros — a
journey of 1 ½ days.

Pharaoh’s
messengers
returned to him with the
news that the Jews had fled.

On the eve of the 21st the
Jewish people descended
into the Red Sea which split
and allowed them passage.
They emerged at daybreak
on Thursday. The Egyptians,
who followed them into the
sea, met a raging body of
water that drowned them
all, emphatically concluding
their subjugation to Egypt.
The Jews sang a joyous Song
of Praise to the Almighty
known as ‘The Song of the
Sea.’

Shabbat, 17 Nissan:
They remained in their place
and did not travel.

Tuesday, 20 Nissan:
Pharaoh mobilized his forces
to pursue the Jewish people
and reached them that
evening encamped by the
sea near Pi-HaChiros.

The Fifteen Steps of the Seder are:
1. Kadesh — Reciting the Kiddush over wine in the
manner in which we begin all festivals. Also the first of
the four cups, it should be drunk while leaning.

9. Marror — Eating the bitter herbs, dipped into the
Charoseth. There are a number of different choices
including horseradish and romaine lettuce.

2. Ur’Chatz — Washing the hands without reciting the
blessing. This is done in anticipation of dipping the
vegetable in the salt water, coming up next.

10. Korech — Eating a ‘sandwich’ combining bitter
herbs and matzah. This is done to remember the biblical
Mitzvah to eat these together with meat from the
Paschal Lamb.
11. Shulchan Orech — Partaking of the festive meal.
This is actually a Mitzvah as well, as the Holidays are
meant to be enjoyed with delicious food and drink.

4. Yachatz — Breaking the middle matzah and hiding
the larger piece for the Afikoman, to remember the
poverty of slavery, when even broken pieces were
carefully stored away.

12. Tzafun — Eating the Afikoman in memory of the
Paschal Lamb, which was eaten at the end. Should be
eaten while leaning, before astronomical midnight.

5. Maggid — Relating the story of the Exodus from
Egypt through the recitation of the Haggada. This is one
of the primary Mitzvot of the night, as described further
on the next page.

13. Barech — Reciting the Birkat HaMazon. Afterwards,
we drink the third cup of wine (while leaning!) and then
pour the fourth.

6. Rachtza — Washing the hands for matzah, just as we
wash for bread. This time, we recite the blessing of Al
Netilat Yadaim as usual.

14. Hallel — Reciting the second half of Hallel. The first
is recited as part of Maggid, at the very end. Following
Hallel is the fourth and final cup of wine.

7. Motzi — Reciting the blessing of HaMotzi over the
matzah. When doing so, the leader of the Seder holds
all three of the Matzot, putting the bottom one down
afterwards.
8. Matzah — Reciting the blessing for the Mitzva of
matzah and then eating it while leaning. Each person
should make sure to really eat some and not just take
a bite.

15. Nirtzah — Singing the supplemental songs of praise.
These conclude with Adir Hu, Who Knows One and,
finally, often sung deep into the night, Chad Gadya (one
little goat).

Time for the Seder
Although on Shabbat and festivals it is permitted to begin celebrating the day by commencing earlier, the Seder should not commence until
it is completely night. The obligation to eat Matzah belongs especially to the night, for it is associated with the Paschal Lamb which was also
eaten at night. The other mitzvot of the Seder, are also related to the mitzvah of Matzah and should also be performed after nightfall.
At times this poses hardship on some for it has become customary for entire families to join together for the Seder and beginning at a late
hour may be inconvenient. Regardless, a Seder begun before nightfall is lacking an essential element and every effort should be made to
begin the Seder after that time, even if it will mean shortening the program somewhat.
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3. Karpas — Eating the vegetable [potato, celery etc.]
dipped in salt water. This formal ceremony is especially
meant to arouse the curiosity of the children.

The Essential Mitzvot of the Seder
Hagaddah

Matzah
This scripturally ordained obligation
to eat matzah reminds us of our
enslavement and redemption. It is
eaten in haste to recall the haste
with which we were redeemed once
the appropriate moment arrived.
It also represents freedom from
the shackles of the Yetzer Harrah
[evil inclination] who is compared

There is a scripturally ordained
obligation to recount the story
of the Exodus in a question and
answer format. Even those already
knowledgeable of the events are
obligated to discuss the exodus in
detail. This ensures that the events
and their attendant lessons will be transmitted from generation to generation
and our commitment to the Almighty will not wane due to the passage of
time.

The Law: The Matzah must be Shmurah — guarded against fermentation and
designated for the sake of the mitzvah beginning from the harvest of its grain.
A portion the size of at least one sheet of Matzah [two Kzaysim] should be
eaten. Men must recline while eating the Matzah, women are exempt from
this obligation.

The Law: Ideally one should follow the format of the Hagaddah rather
than creating an independent style. The Seder Plate remains on the table
throughout the recitation. One must recall the following three subjects to
fulfill the obligation: Pesach, Matzah, and Maror.

Four Cups of Wine

The Law: Each cup should contain a minimum of 3.3 fluid ounces. One should
drink no less than a majority of this amount. Red wine is preferable, but white
wine is acceptable too, as is grape juice. When these are not available or
are unacceptable, coffee, tea, or even milk, are also acceptable.
While drinking, men must recline; women are exempt from this
obligation.

unfavorably to the yeast in bread.

Our sages obligated us to drink four cups of wine which
represent many things, among them, the four stages of
the redemption: 1) freedom from the bitterness of enslavement, 2)
independence from any form of servitude, 3) the mighty and crushing
blows the Almighty dealt the Egyptians to disable them from further
persecuting the Jews, 4) the taking of the nation by the Almighty
to be His nation. The cups also represent the four matriarchs,
Sara, Rivka, Rachel, Leah, in whose merit we were worthy of
redemption.

Hallel
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Maror
The Maror reminds us of the
embitterment of our lives at the
hands of the Egyptians. It is dipped in
Haroset, a sweet mixture of apples,
wine, and nuts, which recalls how
the Jewish people sweetened their
bitterness with anticipation of the redemption.
The Law: Grated horseradish or lettuce is used for Maror and one should eat
a portion the size of at least 1.1 fluid ounces. It is dipped in Charoses before
eating. One does not recline while eating the Maror.

A collection of Psalms recited to
recall great miracles performed on
our behalf, the night of the Seder
is a particularly suitable time to
recite the Hallel in recognition of
the hundreds of miracles performed
for us in Egypt and subsequently.
The Law: Although Hallel is normally recited while standing, this recitation
takes places while sitting. If three or more people are participating in the
Seder, the parts of Hallel usually said in responsive fashion shall be recited
thus at the Seder, too.
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Make It Meaningful!
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I f Passover this year is just like all the others in past years, it will not have the
same meaning. Here are six suggestions for how you can make this Passover
even more meaningful than all the others:
1. Don’t settle for the free Haggadah that comes with the coffee. Purchase
one that features inspiring insights and explanations with which you can
spice up the discussion at the Seder. There are hundreds to choose from.
Our favorites can be found at artscrtoll.com or feldheim.com.
2. Prepare in advance: Take some time prior to the Seder to read up on the
events and their meaning so that you can share inspiring and meaningful
content with the participants. Identify a theme or two you want to
develop that will be relevant to those at your Seder, keeping in mind what
will most interest whichever kids and adults will be present.
3. If there will be kids at your Seder, choose a recurring reward or game
to draw their interest. See Lori Palatnik’s article on p16 in which she
describes her family’s “Seder Bingo.” Someone prepares Bingo cards with
words that are spoken during the Seder instead of numbers. Kids follow
along and place a small toy frog (or whatever you have) on the word when
they hear it. Whoever gets Bingo first wins a treat.

Another common idea is to reward questions and answers (questions
especially, the four questions are just meant to start us off!) with a
treat such as a marshmallow. [One delicious question I must share on
that offered by our three-year old when she heard questions would be
rewarded with marshmallows: “I have a question!” “What is it?” “Can I
have a shmarshmallow?” This kind of family time makes the whole Seder
special and memorable, just as it should be.]
4. Read the book: This year, skip the movie and read the book instead. “Let
My Nation Go” by Yosef Deutch details the events of the Exodus in a
gripping and suspense — filled narrative that remains loyal to traditional
sources.
5. Take your time: Passover comes only once a year. Make it count by
prolonging the Seder instead of ending it in time to get home before
dark.
6. Think of others: A Seder can be a powerful spiritual experience. Yet, it
is best when celebrated with others. Think of the less fortunate among
us who may need an invitation and invite them to grace your Seder with
their presence.
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The Four Cups:
A PASSOVER

WINE
STRATEGY
by Dr. Perry H. Geffen

T

he Passover Seder, with the retelling of the story of the Exodus from
Egypt, is a ritual practiced by Jews all across the globe. We gather with
friends and loved ones recounting the miracles through story, song,
food and, especially, wine. So much wine, in fact, that over 50% of the year’s
kosher wine sales occurs prior to Passover.
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There are different views about just how much wine each of us should drink
for each cup. Most common is to drink at least most of a cup that holds at
least 3.3 fluid ounces at one time (within about thirty seconds), but finishing
the cup is preferable. Over two Seders and a Jewish population in the
millions, that adds up to a lot of wine!
Should you drink grape juice or wine? Red or white? Sparkling or still? From
Israel, California, France or Italy? Inexpensive or top of the line? Perhaps a
glass of each? We know about the Seder’s four questions, but who thought
simply figuring out which wine to drink for the four cups could present so
many questions in and of itself.
For those of you who have memories of expensive wine chugged, inexpensive
wine consumed like cough syrup, or post-Seder morning headaches, I’ve
devised the following wine strategy; start with low, then light, rich, and
finally low. Come along as I strategically walk you through the Seder and
explain what I mean.

“Low”
The guests have finally arrived, everyone is seated around the long
Seder table, and you are hungry. But guess what? If you are at a
traditional Seder it might be a long time before you get a taste
of those tantalizing dishes whose aromas are wafting from the
kitchen. With a rumbling, empty stomach, downing a glass of
wine with 14% alcohol would be a mistake.
This first glass, which occurs right at the beginning of the
Seder, calls for a low-alcohol glass of wine. Bartenura’s
classic “blue bottle” Moscato, at only about 5% alcohol, is a
great option if you are considering a white wine. If you prefer
red, go for the Malvasia at 6% alcohol, also from Bartenura,
or Kedem’s “Matuk Kal” at under 5%. Any serious wine drinker
who scoffs at the notion of imbibing anything low alcohol should consider an
old world wine such as Burgundy or Bordeaux, from a cooler vintage so that
the alcohol is closer to 12% than 14%. Yes, it does make a difference.
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Having finished a heavy, fleishik meal
and three previous cups of wine, you
may have some trouble contemplating
your last cup.
“Light”
Your first glass freshly emptied, it is time to refill. You feel good,
but you should hold off on the big burly Cabernet Sauvignon
you have been thinking about for weeks. Save that trophy wine
for the meal. Here is a great opportunity to try a light-bodied
wine with balancing acidity that might actually complement the
Maror and Charoset flavors that will soon grace your palate. If
you are drinking white, you may consider the Barkan Classic
Sauvignon Blanc, Carmel Ridge White or, new to market,
the Baron Herzog Pinot Grigio; each crisp, refreshing and
coming in at about 12% alcohol. If you are only drinking red, this
might be a great time to try the new Carmel Private Collection
Merlot, the Goose Bay Pinot Noir or an easy drinking Spanish red such as
the Capcanes Peraj Petita or the Elvi Classico.
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“Rich”
The next time you fill your cup might be for the third cup of wine
or it might be for a wine to accompany the festive meal, which will
(finally) be commencing. NOW is the time to pop the cork on that
special, big-bodied red or white you have been looking forward
to. For many of us, the wines we have opened so far were from
the under $20 category. Some special $20+ wines to consider at
this point might be a Chardonnay such as the Castel C Blanc;
Puligny-Montrachet Les Nosroyes white Burgundy or the
Herzog Russian River Chardonnay. Each makes an excellent
pairing for chicken, turkey or veal.
You may instead (or in addition) consider a red wine for pairing
with your meat or veal such as a Cabernet Sauvignon, a Merlot, a Syrah
or a blend thereof. So many options to choose from here: At the high end,
I would consider the Herzog Chalk Hill Cabernet Sauvignon, Carmel’s
“Limited Edition”, the Yatir “Forest” or classic Bordeaux such as
Chateau Pontet Canet or Chateau Leoville Poyferre.

Midrange options (between $40-$60) include Chateau Rollan de By from
France, Rashi Borolo from Italy, Capcanes Peraj Ha’abib from Spain or
from Israel Binyamina’s Sapphire, Segal’s “unfiltered”, Castel’s “Grand
Vin”, or the growing cult favorite “Secret” by Shiloh.
If the thought of spending more than $40 for a bottle of wine makes you
feels like “Bitter Herb,” you can try a gem from what some consider to be
the sweet spot of wine, $20-$40. Great options here include anything from
Carmel’s Appellation series (though the new Cabernet Franc and the “old
vine” Carignan are my two favorites), any of the three Barkan “Altitude”
wines, Baron Rothschild Bordeaux, or any of the Herzog Reserve wines
(including my favorite – the Alexander Valley Cabernet).

“Low”
Having finished a heavy fleishik meal and three previous cups of
wine, you may have some trouble contemplating your last cup. And
so, I have devised an overstuffed and inebriated-proof strategy
with the last step repeating the first: LOW, light, rich, LOW. Options
here include the Carmel “young” wines, the Joyvin wines, or any
of the low alcohol Concord wines from NY State.
If you want to try a more serious white dessert wine, you
can check out the Late Harvest Riesling or Chenin Blanc
by Herzog or Carmel’s “Sha’al” Vineyard Late Harvest
Gewurtztraminer (all rich, sweet and under 10% alcohol). For
a red dessert wine your best bet is probably the Herzog Late
Harvest Zinfandel at about 9% alcohol. I’d be remiss not to
mention other gorgeous sweet reds that are more expensive and
higher in alcohol such as Spain’s EL26 Sweet by Elvi, Carmel’s “Vintage”
port style wine from Israel, or any of the Ports from Portugal’s Casa Da
Corca.
Happy Passover to you and your families and may this post-Seder feeling be
different from all other post-Seders!

partners in person:

In With the New;
		 Still With the Old
by Bassi Gruen

Ed: Participation in Partners in Torah programs is growing across
North America, with tens of new people joining each week (see
“Look Who Made Partner” on page 3 of the weekly newsletter,
Parsha Partner). We feature here the newest community-based
program in Chicago, Illinois, and take a look at the original Partners
in Torah program which began in Passaic, New Jersey in 1993.

Chicago, IL: “A phenomenon that never ceases to amaze me is the fact that
we can have five or six different pairs of study partners, each of which is
studying something entirely different, and yet, at some point, all of them
are discussing the same issue. One pair may be learning Hebrew, another
discussing the weekly Torah portion, and still another learning about prayer
– but suddenly, they’re all discussing the central role of women in Judaism.”
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Hilary Kahn runs the women’s division of the newest community-based
Partners program, a joint project of Partners in Torah and the Jewish
Education Team (JET). Working alongside her co-coordinator Suri Garfinkel,
Hillary is excited about the program’s immediate success. While JET had
already been running programs for college students for over five years, its
new Partners in Torah evening program is just two years old. It hosts two
“in-person” sessions each week, one for men and one for women. Most of the
participants are college students or recent graduates, and they study either
one-on-one or in small groups.
“We encourage everyone to learn Hebrew since it’s so wonderful to be able
to study or pray in the original language,” says Hilary. The program offers
a library of excellent books on a variety of topics. “Everyone seems to be
studying something different, but there’s a great, unified energy in the
room,” says Hilary. The atmosphere is warm and welcoming; schmoozing and
camaraderie are integral to the evening’s popularity.”
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Students from the JET Beis Midrash program receive Pirkei Avos Encyclopedias
for successfully completing 20 study sessions.

Though partners pick their own course of study, JET/PIT partners generally
study a common theme before each holiday. Study materials provided by
Partners in Torah national headquarters make this joint, energetic experience
possible.
Hilary is overwhelmed with pride at the strides program participants have
made as a result of their weekly, personalized study. One student who had
been engaged to a non-Jewish man decided to spend some time in Israel
before going ahead with her plans. Upon her return back home, her plans
changed. Judaism, she was now sure, had to be an integral part of her life –
not just something she did on holidays.
Two girls who had been childhood friends and then lost contact over the
years – ended up becoming study partners. One had continued her Jewish
schooling through high school and eventually became observant, while
the other attended public school. Ten years later, they were reacquainted
through Partners in Torah. The special friendship they share however is not
unique to people who previously knew each other – it’s a common feature in
all Torah partnerships.
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“Studying is crucial, but it’s the relationship that develops that helps partners
strengthen their connection to Judaism,” says Hilary. “At the JET/PIT program,
you get both.”
JET of course accommodates Chicago residents who cannot make it to the
in-person study sessions. In conjunction with Partners in Torah’s TelePartner
program, they are matched to study by phone, generally with a fellow Chicago
resident.
Passaic, NJ: The city which boasts hosting the original Partners in Torah
program is celebrating its seventeenth birthday. Program founder Rabbi Eli
Gewirtz remembers the program’s humble beginnings. “I remember the first
evening when,” he recalls, “despite months of advertising and getting the
word out, only six people showed up. I never imagined this would develop
into a national movement.” Since then, many hundreds of locals have joined
– some studying for several months, others continuing for quite a few years.
Passaic resident Myron Timinsky, one of the original six, is still a regular.

Passaic participants studying together

Shoshana is excited about the flow of new participants who join Partners in
Person. “Lately, we’ve been seeing a large number of Jews of Russian descent
join our program. For decades, their families were religiously oppressed, and
now they’re thirsty for knowledge about their heritage. There’s the engineer
who grew up in Russia, and now wants to discover his roots. Then there’s the
woman who first joined to learn how to make her kitchen kosher, in order to

The friendships formed over time are invaluable, and the
palpable enthusiasm and love for Judaism is contagious.

Shoshana Isseroff, who has been the program coordinator for the past six
years, explains that “Passaic is a unique community made up of such a diverse
group of people. All of them, those who come from secular backgrounds and
those who grew up in observant homes, and everything in between, strive to
grow and learn from one another. Several mentors have themselves traveled
a similar road and want to help others on their journey.”
The program’s success goes beyond the live one-on-one study sessions,
special events, holiday programs, and family-oriented social and educational
programs are offered throughout the year.

If the program sounds inspirational, that’s because it is. “The Tuesday
night program is the highlight of my week,” says Shoshana. “The members
are like family, celebrating each other’s simchas (joyous occasions): new
babies, weddings, and the like. When two people finish studying a book,
topic, or Torah portion together, we all celebrate with refreshments, and
sometimes they share their own thoughts and insights on the topic they were
studying. The friendships formed over time are invaluable, and the palpable
enthusiasm and love for Judaism is contagious. From week to week, partners
inspire each other to reach heights that they never would have dreamed of
on their own.
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Over the years, the Passaic program has been blessed with a handful of
talented and dedicated coordinators. “It’s the coordinators,” says Rabbi
Gewirtz, who determine the success of the program.

accommodate her newly observant son. This woman eventually spread her
regimen to other topics and has persuaded several of her skeptical friends
to join as well. One of the biggest skeptics – her own husband – is now a
program regular as well. After joining his wife for Shabbat at her mentor’s
home, he asked her mentor’s husband if he could study with him every
Tuesday night.

➲ continued FROM page 30
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This is a world that starts in deficiency, in night. In this world, perfection can
only come after imperfection. Morning can only come after evening. Light can
only come after dark. In the existence beyond this world, perfection can exist
without a preceding imperfection. That is a world of truth. A world of light. A
world of total revelation. But in this world we can only approach perfection
by a journey from the imperfect. Absence leads to presence. Emptiness
becomes filled. Night becomes day.
When a person emerges from a darkened room, he squints and hides his eyes
from the sunlight. His perception of the light is a function of his perception
of the darkness. When we begin at the bottom, the top seems higher when
we get there. In a sense, when we start at the bottom the top is higher, for in
our struggle, we have endowed the summit with all the elevation of our climb.
True elevation only comes with a climb from a low place.
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The lowest place in the world three thousand years ago was Egypt. Egypt was
the epitome of impurity; morally, the most poisonous place in the world. The
mystics talk of 49 gates of spiritual corruption. The Jews in Egypt had reached
that 49th gate, the spiritual nadir. The word for impurity -- tuma -- connotes
constriction, being sealed off. The opposite of tuma is tahara. Tahara comes
from the same root as the word for light and shining. When we talk of the
Exodus as being a journey from darkness into light, this is not mere poetic
sentiment. The Exodus was an escape from a literal darkness of the soul into
the light.
The essence of the Passover story is a journey from slavery into freedom,
from darkness into light. As the Haggada says, “Originally our ancestors were
idol worshippers, but now the Omnipresent has brought us near to Him.” The
Seder is designed for us to experience the Exodus to the maximum degree.
Our aim is to feel as though we ourselves were actually leaving Egypt. The
great Sages who formulated the Haggada wanted us to experience that
journey from darkness into light not just in the content of the words of the
Haggada, but in its very form and style. They constructed the Haggada as
a paradigm for the Exodus itself. Slavery to freedom. Darkness into light.
Question into answer.
The light bulb comes on.

ajs
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Rebecca Schwarzmer, Albany, NY
Aaron Blackman, Baltimore, MD
Devorah Shorr, Baltimore, MD
Judy Deiner, Baltimore, MD
Naftali Langer, Baltimore, MD
Ronit Weinhouse, Baltimore, MD
Yocheved Lapidus, Baltimore, MD
Scott Edelman, Bayonne, NJ
Liz Harris, Beverly Hills, CA
Scott Arnold, Beverly Hills, CA
Sharon Shattan, Bloomington, IL
Keri Greenfield, Boca Raton, FL
Baruch Volkis, Boulder, CO
Anita Blatman, Boynton Beach, FL
Yelena Shimanovich, Brighton, MA
Leah Cypess, Brookline, MA
Amram Elbaz, Brooklyn, NY
Aron Nisanov, Brooklyn, NY
Batsheva Hardt, Brooklyn, NY
Chaim Reiner, Brooklyn, NY
Chana Nortman, Brooklyn, NY
Chaya Isaac, Brooklyn, NY
Danny Goldstein, Brooklyn, NY
Dassie Kessler, Brooklyn, NY
Devorah Bornstein, Brooklyn, NY
Esther Dachowitz, Brooklyn, NY
Faigy Gluck, Brooklyn, NY
Hindy Yudin, Brooklyn, NY
Joseph Burtman, Brooklyn, NY
Kayla Burtman, Brooklyn, NY
Larisa Yusifova, Brooklyn, NY
Marissa Finch, Brooklyn, NY
Michael Reiter, Brooklyn, NY
Miri Josefovic, Brooklyn, NY
Miriam Berman, Brooklyn, NY
Mordechai Lebovits, Brooklyn, NY
Moshe Schwartz, Brooklyn, NY
Netsie Diamond, Brooklyn, NY
Raizy Hirsch, Brooklyn, NY
Raizy Schwarzmer, Brooklyn, NY
Rivkie Steinman, Brooklyn, NY
Rochel Rosenberg, Brooklyn, NY
Rochma Jungreis, Brooklyn, NY
Shimon Oratz, Brooklyn, NY
Suri Kaufman, Brooklyn, NY
Susan Risman, Brooklyn, NY
Tovie Wolfson, Brooklyn, NY
Yehudah Somer, Brooklyn, NY
Yitta Kleinberger, Brooklyn, NY
Zhanna Beyl, Brooklyn, NY
Zippi Torbiner, Brooklyn, NY
Shoshana Devorah Rose, Calgary, Canada
Eva-Lynn Diesenhaus, Carlsbad, CA
David Moss, Cedarhurst, NY
Steven Klein, Cedarhurst, NY
Suri Breban, Cedarhurst, NY
Yael Bronner, Cedarhurst, NY
Andrew Kauffron, Charleston, SC
Tovli Simiryan, Charleston, VA
Ellen Engelhardt, Charlotte, NC

Jeff Klein, Cherry Hill, NJ
Chana Suri Fuerst, Chicago, IL
Jody Bransky, Chicago, IL
Leah Chamberg, Chicago, IL
Michelle Bernstein, Cleveland, OH
Alan Efroymson, Cleveland Heights, OH
Dovid Baslaw, Clifton, NJ
Mark Steiner, Columbus, OH
Robin Prize, Coral Springs, FL
Steve Pailet, Dayton, TN
Sari Horovitz, Denver, CO
Heidy Cohen, East Strausburg, PA
Henry Erhlich, East Windsor, NJ
Cheryl Farkas, Edison, NJ
Larry Lesser, El Paso, TX
David Kolat, Elizabeth, NJ
Janne Heifetz, Ellicott City, MD
Helene Frances, Encino, CA
Victor Schabes, Engelwood, NJ
Jodi Meyerowitz, Eugene, OR
Eric Kotkin, Far Rockaway, NY
Michael Ershowsky, Far Rockaway, NY
Naomi Last, Far Rockaway, NY
Rivka Cohen, Far Rockaway, NY
Rivky Moseson, Far Rockaway, NY
Lisa Fishman, Farmington, CT
Ben Samih, Flushing, NY
Carol Flamer, Flushing, NY
Dvora Schendler, Flushing, NY
Gitty Siebenberg, Flushing, NY
Jennifer Meltzer, Flushing, NY
Ruchie Grossman, Flushing, NY
Susie Garber, Flushing, NY
Chami Gross, Fort Lauderdale, FL
Judy Waldman, Fort Lauderdale, FL
Joseph Gutman, Fort McMurray, Canada
Raphael Wakefield, Galdeston, TX
James Diskint, Gambier, OH
Aaron Miller, Glencoe, IL
Brigitte Levy, Golden Valley, MN
Josh Epstein, Great Neck, NY
Sarah Hakimi, Great Neck, NY
Myra Brodsky, Guttenberg, NJ
Debra Lenker, Harrisburg, PA
Jason Weiner, Hartsville, NY
Allison Wiesel, Highland Park, NJ
Lisa Silvey, Highland Park, NJ
Marla Rottenstreich, Highland Park, NJ
Miriam Widofsky, Highland Park, NJ
Emma Abraham, Houston, TX
Sasha King, Indiana, PA
Joan Spitz, Jackson, NJ
Shevy Toronczyk, Jacksonville, FL
Susie Weinstein, Jamaica Estates, NY
Yuliya Malysheva, Jersey City, NJ
David Rothstein, Kew Garden Hills, NY
Shiffy Glikman, Kew Gardens Hills, NY
Joy Polun, La Jolla, CA
Aron Prochko, Lakewood, NJ
Avrohom Rosenberg, Lakewood, NJ
Chaya Fuhrer, Lakewood, NJ
Chaya Luria, Lakewood, NJ

Eli Ackerman, Lakewood, NJ
Elisheva Ribowsky, Lakewood, NJ
Jeff Surowitz, Lakewood, NJ
Joely Golub, Lakewood, NJ
Joseph Reich, Lakewood, NJ
Mechel Lieber, Lakewood, NJ
Miri Schaffer, Lakewood, NJ
Reilly Weiss, Lakewood, NJ
Rivky Cohen, Lakewood, NJ
Shaya Fishman, Lakewood, NJ
Shoshana Percal, Lakewood, NJ
Yaakov Forchheimer, Lakewood, NJ
Yiscah Nadler, Lakewood, NJ
Mel Haft, Las Angeles, CA
Elisheva Schlam, Lawrence, NY
Sarah Bergman, Lawrence, NY
Jessie Pigman, Lebanon, OR
Eden Banarie, Long Beach, CA
Michael (Mutel) Gerber, Long Beach, NY
Aviva Notowitz, Los Angeles, CA
Avraham Sachs, Los Angeles, CA
Zev J Meyers, Los Angeles, CA
Bonnie Lawrence, Los Angeles, CA
Reena Friedman, Lousiville, KY
Ekaterina Shevchuk, Mahwah, NJ
Harriet Landsman, Manchester, NJ
Michael Puchaev, Memphis, TN
Chaim Tsvi Politzer, Monsey, NY
Chani Susholz, Monsey, NY
Fay Klein, Monsey, NY
Joseph Stansky, Monsey, NY
Sari Weber, Monsey, NY
Shmuel Spiegel, Monsey, NY
Yitzchok Vorchheimer, Monsey, NY
Sarah Rivkah Zieg, Montreal, Canada
Jessie Silverstein, Nashville, TN
Fraidel Leah Kletter, New Milford, PA
Ricki Saady, New Windsor, NY
Adina Heinberg, New York, NY
Esther Katz, New York, NY
Fernanda Hess, New York, NY
Jeffrey Sandler, New York, NY
Joel Ryzowy, New York, NY
Joshua Bergman, New York, NY
Manette Silverman, New York, NY
Mitch Swergold, New York, NY
Nancy Snell, New York, NY
Robin Lebovitz, New York, NY
Yosef Lasdun, New York, NY
Zissel Shakhnazaryan, New York, NY
Barry Maultasch, Newbury Park, CA
Larry Lazare, North Brunswick, NJ
Sally Marver, Northbrook, IL
Carol Trester, NY, NY
Jacob Weiman, NY, NY
Shira Felberbaum, NY, NY
Lynne Clamage, Oceanside, CA
Elizabeth Kole, Odessa, FL
Herbert Becker, Ougensberg, NY
Yedidya Blau, Outremont, Canada
Michael Moskowitz, Palo Alto, CA
Adi Mor, Passaic, NJ
Dima Kreslavskiy, Passaic, NJ

Kate (Kaila) Levin, Passaic, NJ
Mindy Berman, Passaic, NJ
Omri Levin, Passaic, NJ
Zev Scherman, Passaic, NJ
Derek Feit, Phoenix, AZ
Arlana Sherman, Philadelphia, PA
Sandra Goldberg, Philadelphia, PA
Jessica Weiss, Phoenix, AZ
Madeline Rahamim, Phoenix, AZ
Alina Averick, Pittsburgh, PA
Rick Geiger, Pittsford, NY
Annette Finger, Pompano Beach, FL
Robert Jacobs, Potomac, MD
Stuart Shalloway, Potomac, MD
Sue Slim, Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Ilene Cox, Redlands, CA
Smadar Palmer, Redondo Beach, CA
Yehudah Aminov, Rego Park, NY
Phil Friend, Richfield, CT
Miri Pardo, Rochester, NY
Rhonda Strassman, Rockville Center, NY
Alyce Arnick, San Francisco, CA
Israela Sternheim, San Jose, CA
Barbara Wiesenfeld, Santa Monica, CA
Susan Finkelstein, Sarasota, FL
Howard Fern, Scottsdale, AZ
Susan Slesinger, Seal Beach, CA
Mimi Handlin, Seattle, WA
Jennifer Bratis, Chalfont, PA
Julie Glassman, Silver Spring, MD
Yiscah Baldinger, Silver Spring, MD
Marc Nelkin, Silver Spring, MD
Hermina Horowitz, South Euclid, OH
Chanie Trieger, Spring Valley, NY
Mordechai Levine, Spring Valley, NY
Zlata Rivka Kohen, Spring Valley, NY
Farrah Green, St. Louis, MO
Sarah Marshall, Stonybrook, NY
Angela Tullo, Tannersville, PA
Aviva Leffel, Teaneck, NJ
Malka Van Bemmelen, Teaneck, NJ
Tziporah Respler, Teaneck, NJ
Erica Rickles, Tempe, AZ
Michael Isenberg, Thornhill, Canada
Rita Getty, Tijeras, NM
Carole Cohen, Toms River, NJ
Michael Halbert, Toronto, Canada
Moshe Perez, Toronto, Canada
Judith Krakower, Urbana, IL
Jeff Nider, Vancouver, Canada
Noah Kaufman, Vienna, VA
Eryn Schultz, Washington, DC
Rivky Bernstein, Waterbury, CT
Shuly Lieber, Waterbury, CT
Lisa Marx, Wellsley, MA
Shoshana Akkerman, Wesley Hills, NY
Bonnie Medwed, West Bloomfield, MI
Robert Rosenfeld, West Bloomfield, MI
Amir Gamliel, West Palm Beach, FL
Susan Arasteh, Woodland Hills, CA
Chaim Freud, Woodmere, NY
Leslie Sklar, Woodmere, NY
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Her own wide-ranging personal interests take her far beyond Toronto’s
Jewish community into areas where her headscarf and long flowing skirts
are a less-common sight. “Sometimes, if I’m walking in Kensington Market,
somebody will see my Jewish star and he’ll ask me questions.”

Torontonian Marc Sherman has been meeting with his partner almost every
week for the last three years. With only one hour each week, they’ve managed
to complete seven or eight weighty tractates of Mishnah. The Hebrew text is
daunting for someone with Marc’s public school background, but with his
partner translating, “slowly but surely,” he’s picking up more and more.
“This is a terrific experience,” he says. Far from feeling pressured by his
partner’s level of observance, “we’ve become friends.” Together, they’ve
celebrated holiday meals, family weddings, and even, more recently, Marc’s
own engagement party.

Ron Factor and Elisha Greenberg

Other times, she’ll find herself approaching total strangers. “When I’m in the
grocery store and overhear somebody talking, I may say to myself, ‘He’d be
an amazing teacher.’” Fortunately, Susan isn’t shy. Eventually, she gets them
to say ‘yes.’
From Susan’s previous work with Project Inspire, an initiative project for
observant Jews to connect with Jews outside their community, she’s wellequipped to communicate the urgent need for Torah partners. Many within
Toronto’s community aren’t aware that, of the city’s 180,000 Jews, almost 30%
claim little or no connection with their faith. As Susan has seen, however,
so many of them would love to know more – as long as they are given the
chance to learn and don’t feel pressured or judged because of their current
lifestyles or beliefs.

Susan suggested that Anna teach
the class. Anna was struck by the
fact that even though they were
all obviously exhausted at the end of their busy days, the women were still
“starving to learn.” Since then, in addition to basic Hebrew reading, they’ve
tackled a range of Jewish concepts – Shabbat, Holidays, Lashon Hara (Jewish
concepts about proper speech) – all from an adult perspective.
The women are now eager to involve their families, and Anna is helping
arrange a Shabbat meal nearby so they can all come together with their
husbands and children to share a Shabbat experience.
“At the end of the day,” Anna says, “there’s always going to be more work to
do, more suppers to cook… life will just go on and on and on, but to take time
[to study] once a week…that’s irreplaceable.”
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Marc is actually making Partners
in Torah a family affair: his fiancée
is Anna Zolkower, a young woman
who recently joined the Partners
in Torah Toronto staff. Anna joined
Partners in Torah following an ad in
a local Jewish paper which offered
to send a free instructor to any
Jewish group that wanted to add a
learning component to their group.
One woman in Thornhill Woods, just
north of Toronto, got together with
four friends: their kids were coming
home from Hebrew school, and the
women, with no Jewish education
themselves, had no idea how to help
them with their homework.
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from the

Are You Snowed In?

N
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ever before have I so looked forward
to the coming of spring time. I imagine
that by the time you read this, the snow
currently surrounding us here in Baltimore will
have melted but with a season of record snowfall,
including two virtual blizzards within five days of
each other, it’s easy to be skeptical. This fine city,
for some reason, has chosen to invest our tax
dollars somewhere other than in snow removal;
more than ten days after the big storm, driving
carpool still feels like an event in the winter
Olympics.
Calling it a “big storm,” though, somehow seems
wrong. During the hours and hours of snowfall,
the world was as still and quiet as it can ever
be. Nothing was moving anywhere – no people,
no cars, no animals. Everything was at rest.
This was peaceful and beautiful throughout that
Shabbat afternoon when we weren’t really going
anywhere anyway – it became frustrating after
Shabbat when it became apparent that we were
tied down – trapped, even, unable to move. With
our cars under and surrounded by almost three
feet of snow, we were going nowhere. Five days
later we got round two and I can hardly wait for
springtime.
My restlessness and anticipation of spring as we
worked on this Passover issue led me to wonder
about something. Passover is identified in the
Torah as the springtime holiday, as well as the
holiday of freedom. Perhaps that is meant to
suggest that snowy winters, from which we emerge
into the spring, are somehow to be identified with

slavery, from which we emerged into freedom?
Springtime certainly feels like the Promised Land
as we await an exodus from the snow!
Though we tend to identify slavery with hard work
and mistreatment, those were pretty standard at
paying jobs also for most of history. The hard
labor is not what’s bad about slavery – it’s being
tied down, trapped, unable to move on. Slavery is
the ultimate status of going nowhere. That does
sound a lot like being snowed in.

The view out my door on February 10th

What the Jewish people so despised about slavery
in Egypt was being static (what differentiates
snow, of course, from water). Paul Johnson, the
renowned historian of the Jewish people, had this
to say in his best-selling History of the Jews: “[To
the Egyptians,] any sort of change was abberant
and evil… heaven and earth were static [emphasis
added]. Ideas of progress were preferable [to the
Israelites than] the dead hand of Egypt…” It wasn’t
just the taskmasters – it was the very culture of
Egypt that enslaved us.
A “spring” is also a flowing body of water, always
running into the distance, bubbling and changing

by Dovid Goldman

and disappearing around the bend. This is the
Torah’s model of freedom – this is the kind of life
our People has been destined to live. We must not
allow ourselves to settle into routine and to live
the same life from year to year. “To spring up” also
means to grow eagerly, full of energy.
The Egyptian symbol of being stuck in place is
Pharaoh. Throughout Moses’ demands to “Let
our people go,” the Torah says “Pharaoh’s heart
remained set.” He would not budge: no change, no
travel, no new ideas. The work, work, work was
devised as a strategy to keep them in their place,
to prevent growth and progress.
Interestingly, Pharaoh and the Egyptians met
their fate with a taste of their own medicine. G-d
always punishes measure-for-measure, as the
midrash points out at the Egyptians demise in the
Red Sea. As they pursued the Israelites into the
temporarily parted waters, the Egyptians found
the wheels of their war chariots getting stuck in
the mud. They were tied down, trapped, unable
to move on – and they were going nowhere.
Fatefully, the flowing waters of the Red Sea
flowed once more, engulfing and drowning them
in the final ending to Egyptian slavery.
If your life has been static and predictable,
repetitive and “going nowhere,” you are probably
snowed in by the legacy of Egypt. As we did here
recently, you will have to find yourself a “shovel”
(the Passover Seder is one of the best) and start
digging yourself out. Springtime awaits you.

